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FORWARD

This updated compendium lists the official (published) OSMTH statements at the UN Geneva in the fields of Human
Rights, during official sessions of the Human Rights Council. It only lists those contributions having been reported
to me. If some are missing, | would be glad to edit and addendum if they are reported.

Also included, are our first contribution in this field, made during the UN/DPI meeting at UNESCO in Paris, France,
Sept 2008, on the occasion of the celebration of the 60™ anniversary of the declaration of Human Rights and our first
oral statement at the United Nations in New York in March 2011, during the session of the Committee on Status of
Women.

This document also includes the panels or sessions we organised and/or had a speaker, a panellist or a moderator. It
DOES NOT include all the personal contributions made by our talented and numerous delegates in Geneva, New
York and Vienna, or elsewhere, if they have not been officially recorded/published by the UN as such.

We have established some time ago, through the good works of our Head of Mission, UN-Vienna, Baron ODELGA,
and our Secretary General Simon COMTE de St CLAIR, a partnership with UN-GIFT (Global Initiative to fight
Human Trafficking)

Our active membership in NGO committees, at the UN-Geneva:
- Working Group on Human Rights Education and Learning (since 2008)
- NGO Committee on Human Rights (since 2009)
- NGO Committee on Spiritual VValues ( Since 2010)
- NGO Committee on the Environment (since 2010): Co-founder, and Vice Chair

At the UN in New York, We have established the long-sought link between the NGO committees on Spiritual
Values Geneva and New York, thanks to one of our Delegates, the Reverend Dr Jean Ford.
Our active membership in NGO Committees at the UN New York:

- NGO Committee on Human Rights (since 2010)

- NGO Committee on the Status of Women ( since 2009)

- NGO Committee on Spiritual VValues ( Since 2011)

In New York, we also participate in D.P.l. (UN Department of Public Information), since 2008 on a weekly basis
Many thanks also to our past heads of Delegation — UN/New York, Col Wayne McGRAPH, Col Tony PISCITELLI
and now Col Robert BATEMAN assisted by our Deputy New York Chief of Mission BG John DiGilio.

Thanks to our numerous dedicated delegate wity a special, mention for Jerry PRICE and Georges PLATSIS

I also wish to specifically recognise the dedication and works of Rev. Dr Jean FORD
At the UN in Vienna, we work closely with committees on Human trafficking. And a special mention to BG Ron
MANGUM and BaronWolfgang ODELGA.

Our UN involvement and participation are widely recognised and sought after. They are consistent with our Mission
as a Christian Chivalric Humanitarian Order.

We all are looking to the challenges forward and to enhancing even more our already meaningful contribution as a
think tank and as facilitators for the processes of Peace, Interfaith dialogue, Human Rights and Sustainable
Development.
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OSMTH United Nations Activity Report
September 2008, UN-DPI MEETING PARIS

Exact name (and/or number) of United Nations event:
61st DPI/NGO ANNUAL CONFERENCE
‘Reaffirming Human Rights for all ; The universal declaration at 60”

Date of UN Event (day-month-year): Location of UN Event (city, nation):
03 to 05/09/2008 Paris, UNESCO, FRANCE

Names of OSMTH members or delegates present:
Dr Marcel de PICCIOTTO, Head of delegation, Baron Wolfgang ODELGA, Julien MORIN

Topic(s) discussed, presented or debated:

There were Many topics, we could not attend all, running in multiple rooms and in parallel.
We attended the following sessions , and round tables

Opening Plenary: Mrs Simone WEILL was the key note speaker.

We also heard Rama YADE, French Secretary of State for Human Rights — a personal friend of our head of delegation -.-
We heard also:.Kyo AKASAKA, nder Secretary general for communications and Public Information, UN

Ben KIBMOON, (video message) Secretary general, UN

Srgian KERIM ,(video message) President of the 62™ session of the General Assembly, UN

Koichiro MATSUURA, director general, UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Bacre NDIAYE, Director, division of human rights council and treatries, (OHCHR

Shamina de GONZAGA, Chair of the meeting

1. upholding the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Discussion on the crucial role and opportunities for engagement of civil society actors, particularly NGOs and Human rights
defenders, with the UN human rights system. Ways to increase access to diverse constituencies_of the global, regional, national
and local levels, and the best practices for achieving accountability for human rights violations.

Luis ALFONSO de ALBA, permanent representative of Mexico to the UN

Nassera DUTOUR, Chair, euro Mediterranean federation on forced disappearances

Gunter OVERFELD, Chairman, committee on conventions and recommendations of UNESCO, ambassador and permanent
delegate of Germany to UNESCO

Lee SWEPSON, former senior advisor oh Human rights, ILO

Karel VASAK initial contributor to the drafting of the Universal declaration of Human Rights and former legal adviser to
UNESCO.

2.Human rights and the UN partnership with Civil Society: representatives from various UN departments, agencies, funds
and programs discussed their work in general with NGOs and civil society as well as focus on human rights issues.

Maria Luisa CHAVEZ, Chief, NGO relations, UN DPI,

Hanifa MEZOUI, Chief, NGO Section, UN, Department of Economic and Social affaires (DESA)

Marie Ange THEOBALD, Chief, Section for NGO, UNESCO

June RAY, Chief, Civil Society Unit, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Elisa PETER, deputy coordinator, UN, NGO Service (NGLYS)

Ricardo ESPINOSA, NGO liaison Officer, Office of the Director General, UN Office in Geneva

3. Implementing the right to access to water /

There is the need to work on both ends of the decision process: from the empowerment of local actors to radical changes tin the
global status of water

This session stated that for instance there is enough water o earth, but it is too much wasted, and aknowleged that having safe
and recycled water is still considered to be way too much costly to be implemented on a sufficient scale

4. The Human right to food: Solution elements from multiple sources



The solution to food insecurity and nutrition deficits requires a return to universal human rights. Insights on medical, legal and
business issues.

Joyce BRAAK, President; Institute for research on women’s health, member NGO/DPI Excom

Oliver DE SCHUTTER, UN special rapporteur on the Human Right to food

Susanna RANCE, professor, post graduate centre for development science universidad mayor de san Andres(CIDES-UMSA),
la Paz, Bolivia

Denise SCOTTO, International federation of women in legal careers

Andree BRONNER, secretary general, International association of special dietary foods industry

5. On wednesday evening, we attended a reception at the town hall in Paris

6. Overcoming discrimination to realize Human rights and Dignity for all

Recognition of the efforts and successes of many discriminated groups in claiming their rights and becoming empowered
agents of change, the round table highlighted the actions they have taken through the UN human rights mechanisms , and
strategies for fostering global ethics by forming partnerships across sectors.

Gilles SORENSEN, Senior advisor, UN foundation

Lita ANGGRAINI, Coordinator, national network for domestic workers advocacy

Eugen BRAND, director general, International movement ATD Fourth world

Dan PESCOD, European and International campaigns manager, royal national institute of blind people

7. The New International Human Rights architecture in post institution building period: does it function as a coherent
system ?

We attended this meeting sponsored by CONGO. It was the occasion to reinforce the personal and friendly links with the other
members of CONGO present , including the past CONGO chair, Renate BOEM , and the newly elected chair ( last December)
Liberato BAUTISTA

After a lengthy and difficult period of institution-building, the new international human rights architecture particularly the
Human Rights Council and the Universal Periodic Review mechanism, are in place.

Peter PROVE, Lutheran World Foundation

Willy FAUTRE, Human Rights without frontier

Lukas MAHON, International commission of jurists

Bernard RAMCHARAND, former deputy High Commissionner on Human Rights

8. Mothers, a cohesive force:

Mobilizing mothers to fight discrimination and implement human dignity and rights for everyone.

Our Chief of delegation was delighted to see on 2 occasions on the screen during the speech of the chair, slides of a reception at
the town hall of Colombes by the former mayor and himself as then deputy mayor, of the Movement of mothers of the world ,
with specific references to this event in the text of the presenter.

Isabelle de RAMBUTEAU, Présidente MMM France

Gilles SORENSEN, Conseiller Principal, Fondation pour I’ONU

Marc BONJOUR, conseilller technique, p6le logement, Ministére du Logement et de la Ville, France

Nicole DEIGNA, Vice présidente du Conseil Economique de Cote d’Ivoire

9. Resolutions 1325 and 1820 : a small step for the Security Council, a big step for man

Discussions on sexual abuses and other violations against women were undertaken.

Our delegation has been involved in the writing of an opened letter to the UN secretary general concerning the violations made
by UN personal during UN sponsored missions(see attached doc). It has been underlined that we were the only men involved in
the process. This opened letter was unanimously approved by the more than 50 NGO present in the room, the next day
endorsed by many others, and finally read during the final closing session of the whole meeting.

Joanna WESCHLER, Research director, Security Council report

Sanam NARAGHI-ANDERLINI, co founder, ICAN and searcher, MIT

10. On Thursday evening, on the initiative of our delegation, the members of the Geneva based CONGO working group
on Human Rights (of witch our Chief of Delegation is a member), we had a very friendly dinner . 20 members attended. We
were successful in getting included in the working group a second member of OSMTH in the name of, Julien MORIN . the
Working groups meets every month in Geneva.

11.0n Friday, the main event was the closing session:

The report back and Follow up was the occasion for the letterto the UN Secretary General ( previously mentioned) to be read .
Jeffrey HUFFINES, Chair, NGO/DPI Excom

Eric FALT, Director, outreach research, UN DPI

Then, an nteractive panel with the audience included:

Francois ZIMERAY, Ambassador for Human rights of France

Robert ARSENAULT, President, league for Human rights



Souhayr BELHASSEN, President, International federation for Human rights
Marek HALTER, author and Human rights activist
Genevieve GARRIGOS, President Amnesty International France

We heard on live two way video a -tearing the eyes- intervention of Ingrid BETANCOURT.

Others speakers where:

Stephane HASSEL, Ambassador of France, and one of the redactors of the Human Rights Declaration
Kiyo AKASAKA, under Secretary General for communications and Public Information, UN

Please briefly list the most important points presented and any information OSMTH should be aware of from this event. We
have been involved in the redaction of a letter to the UN secretary , a draft copy of witch you will see on an other of
my e mails. We also initiated and participated in a dinner with the other members of the Geneva based UN- NGO
working group on human rights and could include a second OSMTH representative

The head of Delegation met with Miss Rama YADE, French Secretary of State for Humanitarian Affairs (personal
acquaintance), and had very good interaction with the “Mouvement Mondial des Méres”



OPEN LETTER TO THE UN SECRETARY GENERAL
MAKING SENIOR UN LEADERSHIP ACCOUNTABLE FOR SEXUAL ABUSE/EXPLOITATION BY UN
PERSONNEL IN PEACE OPERATIONS

Submitted during the 61 UN/DPI ANNUAL CONFERENCE
held at UNESCO in Paris, France, September 3- 5, 2008

‘Reaffirming Human Rights for all ; The universal declaration at 60”

Dear Secretary General

We, the undersigned, congratulate the United Nations and the Security Council for recognizing the experiences of
women in conflicts and war. UN Security Council resolutions 1325 (2000) and 1820 (2008) articulate the critical
role of women in peacemaking and peace building, and that the protection needs of women during conflict and crisis
are essential elements of peace and security.

Despite these milestones, we continue to hear details of alarming forms of violence — including sexual violence that
women and girls are experiencing in many countries worldwide. It is most disappointing that the UN system is still
implicated in the sexual abuse and exploitation of women and girls in conflict areas.

It is time to put words into action. SCR 1820 demands zero tolerance. We know that you have the means to take a
historic leadership role in this matter, by taking the following steps:

1. State publicly and strongly that there will be no impunity for UN personnel who engage in any form of
exploitation, including sexual abuse.

2. You will personally take leadership and responsibility for this matter.

3. The Special Representatives of the Secretary General (SRSGs), who are your most senior representatives in
UN missions will be held personally responsible for any infraction, and that you will seek their resignation in
case of any violation.

4. You will take every measure possible to bring any UN personnel involved in SEA to international justice.

We believe that the credibility of the entire UN system is at stake. Thus we trust that you will do what is right and
take immediate action regarding the above. We look forward to your response.

We support you wholeheartedly in this endeavour.

Thank you and yours sincerely

Mouvement Mondial des Méres (Worl Mothers Movement)
OSMTH (Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem)
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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
Tenth session
Agenda item 5

HUMAN RIGHTS BODIES AND MECHANISMS

Joint written statement submitted by CIVICUS (World Alliance for Citizen Participation),
International Alliance of Women (LIAW), International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF),
International Council of Women (ICW-CIF), Soroptimist International (SI), World Federation of

United Nations Associations (WEFUNA) & Asian Legal Resource Centre (ALRC), non-
overnmental organizations in general consultative status, Pax Romana, International
Organization for the Development of Freedom of Education (OIDEL), International Organization
for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (EAFORD), International Federation of
Social Workers (IFSW), International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA), Anti-
Racism Information Service (ARIS), Equitas-International Centre for Human Rights Education,
Pax Christi International, International Federation of University Women (IFUW), World
Federation For Mental Health (WFMH), Association Points Ceeur, Institut arabe des droits de
I'homme, Myochikai (Arigatou Foundation), International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB),
Lutheran World Federation (LWF), Village Suisse ONG, Sovereign Military Order of the Temple
of Jerusalem (OSMTH), Planetary Association for Clean Energy, Inc. (PACE), International
Council of Jewish Women (ICJW), Al-Hakim Foundation, Women's World Summit Foundation
(WWSF), Ius Primi Viri International Association (IPV), Worldwide Organization for Women
(WOW), World Student Christian Federation (WSCF), Disabled People's International (DPI),
International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), International Volunteerism Organization for Women,
Education & Development-VIDES, Instituto Internazionale Maria Ausiliatrice (IIMA),
Netherlands Centre for Indigenous Peoples (NCIV), Organization for Defending Victims of
Violence QDD'V\), Advocates for Human Rights, Latin American Committee for the Defence of
Women's Rights (CLADEM), Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS), Cairo Institute
for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), Centre for Organization Research & Education (CORE),
Dignity International, Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, International Bureau for Children’s
ights, SOS-Kinderdorf International (SOS-KDI), Aldet Centre-Saint Lucia & International

Association of Schools of Social Work (LASSW), non-governmental organizations in special

consultative status, Soka Gakkai International (SGI), bg'er\'ﬂs International, UNESCO Centre

Basque Country (UNESCO Etxea), Association of World Citizens (AWC), Association for World

Education (AWE), Institute for Planetary Synthesis (IPS). Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law &

Development (APWLD), International Movement Against All Forms of Discrimination & Racism
(IMADR,), non-governmental organizations on the Roster

The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which 1s circulated in
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31.

18 February 2009
¥

This written statement 1s 1ssued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting non-
governmental organization(s).

GE.09-11992
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The UN framework for human rights education and civil society participation:

Draft UN declaration on human rights education and training, the World Programme for
Human Rights Education, and Special Procedures’

This statement reflects discussions among non-governmental organizations (NGOs) facilitated
by the NGO Working Group on Human Rights Education and Learning of the Conference of
NGOs m Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO), Geneva, and Human
Rights Education Associates (HREA). The 365 signatories, 56 organisations in consultative
status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council and 309 organisations without
consultative status including 5 national human rights institutions., are from 88 countries
representing every continent sharing the views expressed in this statement.

We. the co-signed organisations, support human rights education as a wvital strategy for
addressing the root causes of human rights violations and conflict. Human rights education
contributes to the prevention of human rights abuses. the promotion of equality and sustamnable
development and the enhancement of people’s participation n decision-making processes within
a democratic system. as stated n Commission on Human Rights resolution 2004/71. Human
rights education 15 a lifelong process for all and a common agenda for all nations. It contributes
also to the promotion of gender equality. the rights of the child. religious tolerance, elimination
of racial diserimination and xenophobia., minority rights, and the rights of other wvulnerable
groups.

Particularly sinee the UN Decade for Human Rights Education (1994-2005), awareness of the
importance of human rights education has been raised. The United Nations launched the World
Programme for Human Rights Education (WPHRE) on 1 January 2005. Promotion of “human
rights education and learning as well as advisory services, technical assistance and capacity
building (...)" 1s defined as one of the central concerns of the Human Rights Couneil (General
Assembly resolution 60/251, o.p.5 (a)). Further the Council adopted by consensus resolution
A/HRC/RES/6/10 (28 September 2007) on the United Nations declaration on human rights
education and training. With this resolution. the Council’s Advisory Comnuttee was entrusted
with the task of preparing a draft UN declaration on human rights education and training.
including submission of a progress report to the Couneil’s main session of March 20009.

It is also noteworthy that during the seventh session of the Council in March 2008. Costa Rica.
Italy, Switzerland and Morocco, jointly formed the Informal Platform for Human Rights
Education and Tramning in the Council in order “to keep human rights education and training on
the Agenda of the Council.”

Focusing on both the United Nations framework for human rights education and civil society
participation. we would like to draw the attention of the Member States to the following
necessary actions and considerations in order to maintain and develop international strategies
and policies for effective implementation of human rights education.

1. Draft UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training

We call upon the Human Rights Council to ensure that when the draft UN declaration is
prepared, the following views be fully reflected in the text.
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(1) Concept and definition

The declaration. as a new international human rights standard, should provide a clear definition
of human rights education. As human rights education encompasses all human rights, such
definition should remain broad so that as specific human rights develop conceptually and new
human rights are recognised. they also are comprehended within the definition of human rights
education set forth in the declaration. The defimition can build upon the provisions of many
human rights instruments that are compiled in the OHCHR publication “The Right to Human

Rights :Edwu.ca‘ri;;nl"'2 and 1in the section “Context and definition of human rights education”™ of the
Plan of Action” for the first phase of the WPHRE (paras.1-6).

(2) Accountability / Duty-bearers and rights-holders

Over the course of the UN Decade for Human Rights Education and the WPHRE. the question of
accountability has often been raised. The declaration should clarify the concept of duty-bearers
and rights-holders regarding implementation of human rights education and training. In this
context, 1t 1s also important to consider that the duty-bearer in a certain area of human rights may
become the rights-holder in another area of human rights education or training. For example,
members of the judiciary can be the duty-bearer i mmplementing the right to human rights
education. but they themselves can also be the beneficiary of human rights education.

To date much emphasis has been placed on human nghts education in formal education.
especially primary and secondary education. in both practice and theory. This tendency 1s
derived from States' obligations to provide for the right to education. Fewer efforts have been
undertaken in the tramming of professional groups such as members of the judiciary. the
continuing education of health professionals, and non-formal/informal education in communities
and for the general public. At the same time human rights education has historically addressed
rights-holders with the aimm to educate them about their rights in order to empower them.
However. duty-bearers with responsibilities to guarantee or protect human rights. for example
law enforcement officials and public servants, often are not beneficiaries of human rights
education programmes. The declaration therefore should also include references to international
obligations that States have to train government personnel adequately in human rights. including
the most recent human rights treaties and the protection of the most vulnerable groups. A human
rights-based framework should be part of all human rights education. schooling, learning and
training.

(3) Monitoring system

To the maximum degree feasible, the declaration should provide for monitoring to ensure
implementation by duty-bearers. Although there have been a number of commitments expressed
by governments to human rights education as well as plans of action, the lack of an effective
monitoring system has created difficulties for evaluating the mmplementation of human rights
education. In this respect. it 1s vitally important to explore linkages between the declaration and
existing UN mechanisms for monitoring human rights (treaty bodies, special procedures and the
UPR.). This would also be an opportunity to set and develop benchmarks and indicators.
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(4) Financial resources

The perennial madequacy of financial resources has been a major obstacle for civil society n
efforts to promote and mmplement human rights education. The declaration should contain
provision for financial resources. It could. for example. stipulate the responsibility
governments to include human rights education and training in annual national budgeta
planning. The declaration could also stipulate such a requisite responsibility within the U
system as a condition of international cooperation and assistance for implementation of the ng
to human rights education at the global level.

(5) The role of civil society and NGOs

Through all experiences and surveys of the UN Decade and the first phase of the WPHRE. it
evident that civil society actors and NGOs. urrespective of their consultative status with the UL
are the main contributors to the promotion and implementation of human rights education. Tk
significant role must be clearly recognised in the declaration. and for drafting a truly meaningt
United Nations declaration. their views and suggestions are indispensable in the drafting proce:
In this context. if is imperative that the importance of supporting their involvement and effos
toward the implementation of human rights education and training be clearly stated in tl
declaration.

2. World Programme for Human Rights Education

The currently ongoing first phase of the WPHRE will conclude at the end of 2009. There are tv
actions urgently necessary to consider. One is the evaluation process of the first phase. The oth
1s the second phase.

(1) Evaluation process of the first phase

According to the Plan of Action. paras.49-51* on the evaluation process of the first phase. #
Member States will be called upon to provide their final national evaluation report that will |
eventually submutted to the General Assembly in 2010 through the UN Inter-Agen
Coordinating Committee (UNIACC) of the WPHRE.

In order to comply with the steps i preparing for the final national evaluation report. we wou
like to call upon the Human Rights Counecil to ensure that all Member States commit to tl
following actions:

(1) To further assist and collaborate with all stakeholders, particularly NGOs and other er
society actors, for gathering information relevant to the first phase, making transparent
accessible for NGOs and other civil society actors the evaluation process at the nation
level, and provide feedback at the international level.

(11) To mamntain efforts for mmplementation of human rights education in primary a
secondary school systems even after the conclusion of the first phase. While each phase
the WPHRE focuses on a specific sector/area. the end of the phase means a shift of foc
to the next sector/area. It does not mean the end of the implementation of human ngl
education in the previous sector/ area.



A/HRC/TO/NGO/112
page 5

(2) Second phase

The WPHRE i1s structured in consecutive phases. Although conclusion of the first phase is
approaching in less than 9 months. the process of determining the parameters of the second
phase has not yet begun. By Human Rights Council resolution 6/24 (28 September 2007) on the
World Programme for Human Rights Education (WPHRE). sponsored by Costa Rica. the first
phase was extended until the end of 2009. The same resolution states in para.10 that the Council
“Decides to consider this 1ssue at its last 2008 session under the same agenda item.” However.
the resolution doesn’t mention the process for imitiating the second phase and since then no
resolution has been adopted yet on this matter.

We urge the Human Rights Couneil to take action as soon as possible to determine a sector/area
to be focused upon as well as drafting a plan of action for the second phase. We also expect an
miftiative of the above-mentioned Informal Platform of the four Members States for this action
by the Council. Necessary technical assistance by OHCHR should be sought.

Regarding the focus of the second phase, views and suggestions of NGOs and other civil society
actors in a wide range must be taken into consideration.

3. Special Procedures of Human Rights Council

Taking into account the role of human rights education in dealing with the root causes of
violations and the prevention of further human rights violations, inereasing monitoring and
advocacy 1in the area of human rights education by the Special Procedures of the Human Rights
Council must be considered. At the workshop on this subject organmised by the NGO Working
Group in September 2006 in close collaboration with the Special Rapporteur on the Right to
Education. this approach was unanimously reckoned to create positive effects on the work of
mandate holders. Several mandate holders expressed their support and willingness to explore this
approach.

We call upon the Member States to consider expanding the mandate of the Special Rapporteur
on the Right to Education to formally include human rights education as well as to establish a
Special Rapporteur on (the Right to) Human Rights Education.



A Series of NGO Panels on Human Rights Education
During the 10th Session of the UN Human Rights Council (2-27 March 2009)

PANEL 1l

Intercultural and Interfaith Education:
An Imperative for Achieving Freedom of Religion and
Mutual Understanding

Friday, 13 March, 14:00-16:00 Room XXII *
, Organised by n, B L
Arigatou Foundation and Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH)

Panellists

Ms. Dakmara-Ana Georgescu
UNESCO International Bureau of Education

Ms. Agneta Ucko

Arigatou Foundation

Dr. John Taylor
International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF) /
NGO Committee on Freedom of Religion and Belief

Dr. Charles Graves
Interfaith International

Ms. Ariane Hentsch
Plateforme interreligieuse de Genéve / Coexist - Youth interfaith Platform

Mr. Hafid Ouardiri

Interknowing Foundation, Geneva
Moderator

Ms. Maria Lucia Uribe
Arigatou Foundation
and
Dr. Marcel de Picciotto
OSMTH
This meeting aims to look at the main issues concerning the violation of human rights and discrimination on the basis of religion or beliefs, with special

emphasis on what has been done in the field of interfaith dialogue and education, current perspectives, challenges and progress. Discussions will be held
about the type of educational materials needed to address the issue of religious and cultural discrimination, perspectives on the development of programs and

curricula in formal, non formal and informal education settings.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am pleased to welcome you to this panel session on “Intercultural and Interfaith Education: An
Imperative for Achieving Freedom of Religion and Mutual Understanding”

My name is Dr Marcel de PICCIOTTO, | am international Chancellor of OSMTH, a faith based Christian
non denominational NGO in special consultative status oriented towards building bridges between the
great religions, achieving gender equality, human rights education and peace.

Together with my co-chair, Miss Mara Lucia URIBE, from ARIGATOU international, we participate in the
NGO working group on education to human rights.

First, | would like to refer to the Millennium development goals, and specifically to goals 2, “and 8
They respectfully call for the achievement of universal primary education, the promotion of gender
equality and the empowerment of women, and the development of a global partnership for development

For me, these 3 goals have a significative relevance to the theme of this session;

Freedom of expression is essential to creating an environment in which constructive discussions about
religious matters can be held , especially during the education process and, as stated by the HCHR,”
peace agreements rarely hold if they are not strongly backed by communities involved”.

More, article 19 of the international covenant on civil and political rights, while fundamental, is neither an
absolute right nor compulsory. This makes it even more difficult to enforce compliance during educational
processes.

The role of education, including inter and intra religious education is fundamental and one must not refer
to a conflict between the right of freedom of expression and the right to freedom of religion., conflict
leading to restriction of information, strong stance on certain issues and the impossibility to listen to one’s
interlocutor.

As Bishop Arpad Szabo Our Common Challenge” said at IARF Belfast

Quote

Religious language calls us to act, ... to embrace our lives and the life of our world with
gratitude and reverence. If we apply this ...to interfaith work, then our challenge is to create
opportunities for religious people to share in talking about and praying for our world, in
doing what we can together, and in supporting each other ...”

Unquote

A difficult point is who should decide whether a given statement is defamatory? It is important, during the
education process,that nothing refers to “us against them”

There is no doubt in my mind that a better access to education, to knowledge of the other is prerequisite
to achieve freedom of religion and mutual understanding.

We have today a very prestigious panel of experts, and | am pleased to introduce our first speaker,

Ms. Dakmara-Ana Georgescu

she is currently working for the International Bureau of Education at UNESCO.

Please welcome Ms Georgescu

Ms. Agneta Ucko

Director, Arigatou International

Secretary-General, Interfaith Council on Ethics Education for Children

Agneta Ucko, born in Sweden, lives in Switzerland since 20 years. Having pursued her Masters in Theology at the
University of Lund, Sweden, she proceeded with postgraduate diplomas in International Relations and Development
Studies from the University of Uppsala, Sweden and in Psycho-social Dynamics and Organizational Development
from St. Lukasstiftelsen, Stockholm, Sweden. Agneta Ucko has been instrumental in developing a model for the
Swedish Red Cross in working with refugees and immigrants and has been teaching ethics in different training



programs for social workers for several years. Agneta Ucko was the Deputy General Secretary of the Lutheran
World federation before she took up her current position at the Arigatou foundation in 2003. She is currently the
Secretary of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child and served as President 2005 — 2007

Dr. John B Taylor, is former Secretary General of the World Conference Religion and Peace He has an
astonishing experience in the field of interfaith relations

Mr Charles Graves is a well renowned Doctor of Theolology. He is also the Secretary General of Interfaith
International

Mr Ouardiri Hafid is a French citizen, born in Algeria. he is graduated from the Universities of Mulhouse, Strasbourg
and Lyon , in sociology, ethnology, literature and administration.

After working for the French television, he arrives in Geneva in 1976 and creates youth camps in the middle east. He creates “
le flambeau”, editing brochures to present Islam to children. From 1978 to 2007, he is the porte parole of the Islamic cultural
foundation and mosk in Geneva, he creates the first cultural and cultural radio in Arabic, English and French languages .

He is a founding member of the Geneva interreligious platform

Observer at the UN of the World Islamic league (NGO)

He is the father of 4 children.

Please welcome Mr OUARDIRI
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THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION IN DETENTION:
A LIGHT TOWARDS ABRIGHTER FUTURE FOR THE DETAINEE.
By Dr Marcel de PICCIOTTO,
OSMTH (Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem),
From the NGO Working Group on Human Rights Education, June 4, 2009

SUMMARY:
Multiple Issues restrain the proper implementation of the Right to Education in Detention
They are either related to the person deprived of his/her liberty, or related to the system ( not the last of them being the lack of
Education on Human Rights during the training process of the personnel),
This presentation highlights some of these major issues concerning the detainee and/or the system and proposes some ideas for
the improvement of the current condition on this subject.

While the right for persons deprived of their liberty to have the same education, (as well as the same health coverage), than
those not in detention, is a fundamental Human Right, (as reaffirmed in numerous documents since the Human Rights
Declaration in 1948, like the 1955 declaration, the 1966 International Civil and Political Rights Pact , the Kampala
Declaration...), we must recognise that this is still, regretfully, not the case.

For the sake of time, | will focus on detainees detained in prisons, (as | many countries, those detained under immigration laws
are put in prison). Many of the issues I will address apply also to those seeking asylum, and detained under immigration laws.

The issues are multiple. Amongst those,

Some relate to the detainee himself or herself , such as:

- The problem of the legal age of children to be detained

- The lack of previous education, or a previous failure experiences

- The inability to speak the language of the country of detention

- The lack of vision for his/her future and/or of perseverance

- Drug or alcohol abuse

- Important health issues and concerns conflicting with the ability to be fully “available” for an education program (dialysis,
heart, respiratory problems, cancer, HIV...)

- The isolation from one’s country or family ( case of those seeking asylum for instance)

- Refusals of sessions due to contrarieties such as a bad confrontation with a judge, with a guardian, the non-receipt of a letter
from a relative, a problem with a co-detained person, etc...( this refusal is also often seen in cases of medical treatments “I
refuse to take my medicine or to go to the doctor- because this and this” is a phrase often heard.

- Ignorance or misunderstanding of the goals/purpose/ agenda/benefits of the Education program,

-A special mention can also be made for the case of refugees in camps. Should the situation be assessed as possibly
not a short displacement, maintenance of education should by all means be part of the requisites, as a guarantee both
of local peace and of possible solutions for the next generation.

To help realise this goal, which might not be seen as deserving a top priority, one should take advantage of the
qualifications of some of the refugees themselves: should there be scholars, teachers, doctors, etc amongst them,
these should be identified and means should be allowed for them to continue their mission, in cooperation with the

NGOs and the supporting country (ies)

Some relate to the system:

- Schedule difficulties , to insert in the detention process ( movements, meal time, family visits, judge, advocate,

- Lack of adequate sufficient state funding

- Lack of trained accredited personnel

- Lack of education to Human Rights during the training cursus of the personnel, although it has been reaffirmed in
many international official documents such as the World Program for Human Rights Education (2005-), or the UN
Decade for Human rights Education (1995-2004), as previously stated, this can be due to- ignorance or
misunderstanding of the goals/purpose/ agenda/benefits of Education to Human Rights and/or to the ways to
implement them..

- Issues seen as “more urgent” by the different authorities or public opinion: it is in fact not easy for the non
detained persons to understand the needs of the detainees, if they are themselves in need, or cannot themselves have
a correct access to education....Or have no knowledge whatsoever of what are the Human Rights.

- Cultural aspects and/or traditions (Role of women, etc..)

- Multiple transfers from one prison to another one, with generally no prior notice, do reflect very negatively on the
possibilities of a personalised and sustained education program.

- Lack of information on the programs available, and too often, no real continuity after liberation.

- Security imperatives in some cases restrain completely access to internet, as well as the fear to grant contact with
non penitentiary personnel. This limits access specifically to higher levels of education, those where experience,
interface with academics, and research are customary in the out of the prison walls world.

- Detention periods are often with intervals of liberty, and/or length of detention varies greatly from one detainee to the
other, and even for the same detainee, the real detention time is often not known with certainty at the early stages of
detention. This renders the establishment of programs even more difficult.




- Old detention facilities (sometimes dating from the first half of the XXth century) , lacking the equipment and/or the
personnel and/or the place to organise specific educational activities...

And | could continue on for the rest of this presentation

I wish to share with you some ideas for the improvement of the current condition on this subject

1. Develop a nationwide INTRANET education program which could be followed by the detainee, even when he/she
changes prison/residence: INTRANET allows controlled access and would be fully securable:
A nationwide INTRANET Education system would also ease most of the schedule issues due to detention specifics and
adapt the process to the capacities, to the level and to the learning progress of the individual detainee, provided a minimal
initial period of training on how to use the tool is provided; It might allow some academics interfaces.
For those with almost no knowledge of the language of the country,( often illegal immigrants and/or asylum seekers), (or
those illiterate) either a language interface or a pictogram based program could be developed.
Cultural or other specifics if relevant (age, religion, ...) could also be used, not as deterrents, but as adherence tools to the
program

2. Education on Human rights should be made mandatory during all trainings of detention personnel whether they be
civilian or military, public or private employees ( at all levels of the process: police forces, civil workers, immigration
officers, advocates, prosecutors, judges): all hose I would call “law enforcers”.

3. Education goals and post detention employment perspectives should be defined jointly by the detainee and the local
coordinator of the education program at the start of the program, and should be eventually revised according to the
progresses.

4. Preventive detention (if it applies) should in all cases be used at least as an evaluation period for the education
process, and education should start as soon as possible The Education process should be adapted to the level of the
personal detainee, and follow up should be provided after the detention period. It is best if the detainee can keep the same
coordinator throughout the length of the program (here again, intranet could help). The particular education needs of the
detained person (male/female) should be discussed and ascertained individually- and not only gender or age oriented.
Education to Language and reading should be implemented whenever these skills are not mastered, and this in the earliest
stages of detention: This is often upmost important as soon as during the pre-trial and/or the trial period.

5. Participation of recognised academic authorities and delivering of recognised diplomas, need to be developed
Partial Certificates of completion could be developed, as “intermediate rewards”, enhancing self esteem. These
certificates, signed by an official academic authority of the State, could be handed out during some kind of special event,
with the family of the detainee represented (if possible). It is important that the family understands and fully supports the
education program Levels of diplomas, up to doctorate’s level should be possible to obtain. Other possible rewards could
be a partial remittal of sentence (one month, one year, or if not possible, some other “advantage”...), for each certificate
obtained.

6. Enhance the cooperation of NGOs and all other interested civil actors in these fields, for a win/win partnership: the
detainee gains better access to education, and the state benefits from the dedicated trained (and accredited) personnel of
the NGOs. NGOs might also prove useful in the post detention period. NGOs could also- if requested -participate in the
training of the personnel in terms of Education to Human Rights., at levels to be defined jointly with the states. Being
“Non Governmental” does not mean being in essence “Anti Governmental”. It is now time, more than ever, for a truthful
partnership in these issues between civil actors, specially NGOs, and Governments ready to take the challenge.

I thank you for you attention.
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Joint NGO Statement

The World Programme for Human Rights Education
From the First to the Second Phase

Addressed to
The UN Human Rights Council 12th session (14 Sep. - 02 Oct. 2009)

Agenda Item 2 & 3: GENERAL DEBATE
Item 2: Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and reports of the
Office of the High Commissioner and the Secretary-General
Item 3: Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development

Kazunari Fujii on behalf of:
SOKA GAKKAI INTERNATIONAL (SGlI)

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION AND FREEDOM OF EDUCATION (OIDEL)
WORLD FEDERATION OF UN ASSOCIATIONS (WFUNA)

CIVICUS: WORLD ALLIANCE FOR CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF WOMEN (IAW)

WOMEN'S WORLD SUMMIT FOUNDATION (WWSF)

PAN PACIFIC AND SOUTH EAST ASIA WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION (PPSEAWA)

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN (IFUW)

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (EAFORD)
SOVEREIGN MILITARY ORDER OF THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM (OSMTH)

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION ASSOCIATES (HREA)

WORLDWIDE ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN (WOW)

AL-HAKIM FOUNDATION

Thank you Mr. President,

| speak on behalf of 13 organisations.

We welcome the High Commissioner’s Report entitled the consultation on the focus of the second phase of the
World Programme for Human Rights Education (A/HRC/12/36). We also support the initiative of the Platform for
Human Rights Education and Training by its six Member States (Costa Rica, Italy, Morocco, Philippines, Slovenia
and Switzerland) of a draft resolution to determine the focus of the second phase.

As the High Commissioner’s report clearly indicates, specific rights holders are in need of human rights education to
enable them to defend their rights. They include deprived and rural communities and all vulnerable or marginalised
populations, not only children and women but also migrant workers, persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples,
the elderly, persons in detention, refugees and internally displaced persons as well as minorities.

Human rights education is also a sustainable approach to democracy particularly through training for officers of
government, law enforcement and judicial systems, as well as for health and social workers.
Mr. President,

For the effective implementation of the World Programme in all its Phases, we call upon the Member States to
ensure the following.

First of all, any activity initiated during each phase must be maintained and developed. The shift from one phase to
another should not end the implementation of the previous phase.




Second, each country should prepare a national plan of action in order to determine concrete objectives identify
indicators for evaluation, and define duty bearers and rights holders in each Phase.

Third, in all Phases, civil society actors including NGOs must play a vital role. The ultimate purpose of human rights
education is the full realisation of human rights for all by building a universal culture of human rights. The national
budgetary allocation for human rights education must be ensured as a matter of the utmost importance. Establishing
a voluntary fund for human rights education within the UN referred for consideration in several resolutions® of the
former Commission on Human Rights would substantially assist civil society in this area.

To conclude, Mr. President,

The national evaluation report of the first phase to be prepared by all Member States would indicate the extent to
which the respective Member State can be held accountable. We will closely monitor the vital process of the shift
from the first to the second Phase.

Thank you, Mr. President.

1 E.g., Commission on Human Rights Resolution 2003/70 (April 2003) on the UN Decade for Human Rights Education.
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Joint NGO Statement
Draft UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training

Addressed to The UN Human Rights Council 12th session (14 Sep. - 02 Oct. 2009)
Agenda 5: Human rights bodies and mechanisms

GENERAL DEBATE
Claudia Neury on behalf of:
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION AND FREEDOM OF EDUCATION (OIDEL)

SOKA GAKKAI INTERNATIONAL (SGI)

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN (IFUW)

HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION ASSOCIATES (HREA)

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (EAFORD)
ISTITUTO INTERNAZIONALE MARIA AUSILIATRICE (lIIMA)

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEERISM ASSOCIATION WOMAN EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT (VIDES)
NEW HUMANITY

PAN PACIFIC AND SOUTH EAST ASIA WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONAL (PPSEAWA)
AL HAKIM FUNDATION

SERVAS INTERNATIONAL

SOVEREIGN MILITARY ORDER OF THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM (OSMTH)

INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT AGAINST ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND RACISM (IMADR)
WORLD FEDERATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATIONS (WFUNA)

CONGREGATION OF OUR LADY OF CHARITY OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Thank you Mr. President,

| speak on behalf of 15 organisations.

We appreciate the current status of the work carried out by the Advisory Committee on preparation of a draft UN
declaration on human rights education and training.

Regarding the preliminary draft prepared by the drafting group of the Advisory Committee, we would like to
highlight the efforts and interests of many civil society actors who have made valuable contributions through
responses to the questionnaire circulated by the Advisory Committee, and presentations at the Seminar in Marrakech
for gathering concrete elements for the draft.

It has become clear that the declaration should adopt the rights-based approach to human rights education and
training. All marginalised and vulnerable populations are in need of human rights education and training to defend
their own rights. The aspect of gender equality and the role of women should also be included in the drafting
process.

We appreciate that all stakeholders are invited to submit their comment on the preliminary draft for which the
deadline is set to the end of September. Yet, we find it necessary that the following modalities be considered for all
stakeholders regarding the drafting process.

First, between the January 2010 session of the Advisory Committee and the March 2010 session of the Council
when the first draft is expected to be ready, all stakeholders should be invited for further comment on the first draft.
Second, as proposed in the draft decision prepared by the Platform in the Council, an interactive dialogue on the first
draft of the declaration should be held during the High Level Segment of the March 2010 session of the Council.
Mr. President,

In order that the draft declaration be formulated in truly meaningful terms, we will continue monitoring the entire
drafting process and contributing suggestions and comments in the process.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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of Schools of Social Work (IASSW), Cairo Institute for
Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), Helsinki Foundation for
Human Rights, International Volunteerism Organization for
Women, Education and Development-VIDES, SOS-
Kinderdorf International (SOS-KDI), Istituto Internazionale
Maria Ausiliatrice (IIMA). International Bureau for
Children’s Rights and Equitas International Centre for
Human Rights Education. non-governmental organizations
in special consultative status, Soka Gakkai International
(SGI). Servas International, Association for World Education
(AWE), Association of World Citizens (AWC) and United
Methodist Church General Board of Church and Society
(UMC-GBCS), non-governmental organizations on the
Roster.

The Secretary-General has recerved the following written statement which 1s circulated
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31.

[15 February 2010]
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The World Programme for Human Rights Education:
Transition from the First Phase to the Second Phase

1. This statement reflects discussions among non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
facilitated by the NGO Working Group on Human Rights Education and Learming of the
Conference of NGOs mn Consultative Relationship with the Umited Nations (CoNGO),
Geneva. and views of civil society actors on various topics related to human rights
education expressed through the global network of Human Rights Education Associates

(HREA).

2. We, the co-signed orgamisations, believe that the World Programme for Human
Faghts Education (WPHEE) 1s a wvitally ummportant intemational tool to promote and
implement human nights education towards the full realisation of human nights of all
through building a culture of human rights 1n all nations.

3 Human nights education 1s a sustamable approach to elmunate all forms of
discrimination, racism. xenophobia, all other related intolerance and violence.

4. Upholding these views, we would like to draw the attention of Member States to the
joint NGO written statement, AHRC/10/NG0/112, on the United Nations framework for
human rights education and civil society participation, submitted to the 10th session of the
Human Rights Council in March 2009. The statement with 365 signatories of 56
organisations in consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council
and 309 orgamisations without consultative status including 5 national human rights
mstitutions indicates that NGOs and other civil soctety actors are commutted to human
rights education and are important stakeholders in the implementation of human rights
education i the United Nations framework.

5. We welcome the launching of the second phase (2010-2014) of the WPHEE. taking
note of its focus on “human nights education for lhigher education and on human rights

traimng programmes for teachers and educators. civil servants, law enforcement officials
and military personnel at all levels.” (A'/HRC/RES/12/4, op.2).

6. With regard to the transition from the first phase (2005-2009) to the second phase of
the WPHRE. we would like to draw the attention of all Member States to the two facets in
2010. One 1s evaluation of the first phase and the other 1s drafting a plan of action for the
second phase.

Evaluation of the First Phase

7. Evaluation of the first phase 1s a critical step to continue effectively the
implementation of human nghts education within the framework of the WPHRE.
Achievements and shortcomings as well as identified challenges and specific needs during
the first phase that focused on primary and secondary school systems should be analysed
for continuation. expansion and improvement of the efforts.

8 In carrying out the evaluation of the first phase, outcome and impact indicators must
be identified. This set of indicators should mclude core mdicators that nught apply m any
learning or country context, in order to facilitate comparisons. At the same time, additional
mdicators might be developed that reflect unique and specific characteristics of the learning
program and context.
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9. These actions should be taken in the evaluation process with the steps provided in
the Plan of Action for the first phase, paragraphs 49-51" according to which the Member
States are called upon to provide their final national evaluation report that will be
eventually submitted to the General Assembly in 2010 through the United Nations Inter-
Agency Coordinating Committee (UNLACC) of the WFHEE.

10. We are aware that for this purpose. i the end of January 2010, the UNIACC
Secretariat, provided by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR.). circulated to all Permanent Missions to the United Nations at Geneva a
“note verbale™ dated 28 January and a questionnaire for Governments, requesting them to
prepare and submit their national reports on the implementation of the first phase.

11.  We urge all Member States to make necessary arrangements using available means
for mvolving national human nights institutions, NGOs and other civil society bodies to
prepare the response to the questionnaire for submission to the OHCHE. by the deadline “no
later than 31 March. 20107 as indicated in the questionnaire.

12, We are also aware that the questionnaire 1s to facilitate the Member States to prepare
their final national evaluation report on the first phase for which the same deadline is
drawn.

13, Therefore, we urge all Member States to comply with the steps provided in the Plan
of Action to prepare the final national evaluation report. ensuring the following actions:

(1) To further assist and collaborate with all stakeholders, particularly NGOs and
other civil society actors, and set up a focal point if not vet done so. for gathering
information relevant to human rnights education at the national level. making
transparently accessible for NGOs and other civil society actors the evaluation
process at the national level

(1)  To maintain. expand and mmprove efforts for the implementation of human
rights education in primary and secondary school systems.

Second Phase

Focus of the Second Phase

14, We take note of the Report of the High Commussioner, A/HRC/12/36, on
consultations with United Nations Member States, national human rights mstitutions.

mtergovernmental organisations and NGOs that was the basis for determining the focus of
the second phase.

15.  The second phase encompasses a wide range of sectors focusing on human rights
education for higher education and human rights training for persons engaged in specific
occupations from law enforcement officers to military personnel. In order to implement the
second phase in such a wide range. the plan of action should be carefully elaborated to be
effective in practice with indication of actions and evaluation process to follow.

A/39/525 Rev. 1, para 49 “At the conclusion of the first phase (2005-200[9]) of the World
Programme, each country will vndertake an evaluation of actions implemented uander this plan of
action. The evaleation will take into consideration progress made in a number of areas, such as legal
frameworks and policies, curricula, teaching and learning processes and tools, revision of textbooks,
teacher training. improvement of the school environment, etc. The Member States will be called upon
to provide their final national evaluation repert to the United Nations inter-agency coordinating
comumnittee” and para.31 “The report will be submitted to the General Assembly(_..}" 1 2010.
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Plan of Action

16.  According to HRC resolution A/HRC/RES/12/4 (op.8). the plan of action for the
second phase must be prepared by OHCHR for submission to the Human Rights Council at
its fifteenth session in September.

17.  We call upon all Member Sates to ensure, when they are consulted on preparation of
the plan of action (A/HRC/RES/12/4, op4). that the plan of action provides practical
components regarding NGOs and other civil society actors as well as national human rights
mstitutions:
(1) To link with higher education institutions and other tramming institutions to
implement effective human rights education: and

(11)  To participate 1 formulating national programmes of human rights training
for the target sectors of the second phase.

18.  For drafting a plan of action or finalising it. a meeting of experts mainly from civil
society, organised by OHCHE. would contribute to it as was the case for the first phase.
However, to our knowledge. such an expert meeting to formulate or finalise a plan of action
for the second phase is not feasible to be orgamised by OHCHE. “within the existing
financial resources (A/HRC/RES/12/4, op 4)™.

19.  As 1t is our concern, and recalling the question on financial implications discussed
during the intergovernmental consultation on Human Rights Council resolution
A/HRC/RES/12/4 prior to its adoption during the 12% session of the Council. we remind all
Member States and stakeholders of the need for a voluntary fund for human nights
education at the mternational level which can also assist the WPHRE. Altematively and at
least, in the advance planmng of the OHCHR. annual budget a sufficient proportion should
be allotted for the WPHRE and relevant human rights education activities within the United
Nations framework.

20.  The second phase of the WPHRE 1s the first transition of the focus from one phase
to another in its structure of consecutive phases. In this regard. 1t 1s a vital step to evaluate
the effectiveness of the WPHRE itself Therefore, we will continue to closely monitor 1ts
process and are determined to contribute to it in order to maintain and further develop the
effective implementation of human rights education in all nations though the United
Nations global framework.
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Human rights bodies and mechanizms

Joint written statement” submitted by CIVICTUS (World
Alliance for Citizen Participation), International Alliance of
Women (IAW), Commission of the Churches on
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches
(CCIAWCC), Internartional Council of Women (ICW-CIE),
Good Neighbors International (GNI) and Women's
Federation for World Peace International (WEWPI), non-
governmental organizations in general consultative status,
Human Rights Education Associates (HEEA), International
Organization for the Development of Freedom of Education
(OIDEL), International Movement Against All Forms of
Discrimination and Racism (IMADR). Teresian Association,
International Organization for the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination (EAFORD), Association Points
Ceeur, Myochikai (Arigaton Foundation), Sovereign Military
Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH), Al-Hakim
Foundation, Pan Pacific and South East Asia Women's
Association (PPSEAWA), Universal Peace Federarion
(UPE/TIFWP), International Federation of Universiry
Women (IFUW), World Federation For Mental Health
(WEMH), Women's World Summit Foundation (WWSE),
David M. Kennedy Center for International Studies,
Planetarv Association for Clean Energyv (PACE), Worldwide
Organization for Women (WOW), International Association
of Schools of Social Work (TASSW), Cairo Institute for
Human Rights Studies (CIHES), Helsinki Foundation for

" Thiz written sfatement is issued, upedifed, in the language(s) received Tom the submiting non-
EOVEmmenial orEamrations)

GE.10-11480 Flesse I‘llr,l'ﬂl@'
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Human Rights, International Volunteerism Organization for
Women, Education and Development-VIDES, 505-
Kinderdorf International (SOS-KDI), Istituto Internazionale
Maria Ausiliatrice (IIMA), International Bureau for
Children’s Rights and Equitas International Centre for
Human Rights Education, non-governmental organizations
in special consultative status, Soka Gakkai International
(SGI), Servas International, Association for World Education
(AWEL), Association of World Citizens (AWC) and United
Methodist Church General Board of Church and Society
(UMC-GBCS), non-governmental organizations on the
Roster

The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which 1= circnlated in
accordance with Economic and Social Cooncil resolution 1906/31.

[15 February 2010]
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The first draft of United Nartions declaration on human rights
education and training'

1 This statement reflects discussion: among non-governmental organizations (MEFIs)
facilitated by the NGED Working Group on Human Rights Education snd Leamning of the
Conference of WGD: in Consuoltagive Felationship with the United Wations (CollGD),
Creneva, and views of civil society sctors oo varous topics related to buoman righes
education expressed through the global network of Human Fights Educaton Associates
(HEEA).

2 Wa, the co-zsigned organizations, believe thai bumsn rghts educstion =3 2
fundamental and sostainsble approach to buman rights issues. It is vital for the prevention
of huresn rights vielstfions and vielence and for addressing their root canses. Human rights
educaton is a lifelong process for all persons m all nations.

i The unliimate pupese of bomsn rights edocation should be the foll realisaton of
bmmean rights of &l through ailding 3 oolmore of hurman righis in 2]l nations.

4. Huoman nights education contribntes to the promotion of gender equality, the nghis
of the child, relizions and oolmoral onderstsnding, the rights of all volnersbls and
marginalised groups of people and eliminaton of racism and all forms of discrimination
inchuding xenophobiz.

5 Upholding these views, we would like to draw the arfention of Member States o the
joimt MG writen smement, AHRC/10TGE112, on the United MNations framework for
boman rghts education and civil society parbcipation submitted to the 10th session of the
Human Fights Council in March 2008, The statement with 365 zignatones of 56
organisations i consultative staius with the United Nations Economic and Social Council
and 309 orgamisatons without coosulmtive stams imchoding 5 national buman rights
institutions mdicates that WNG0s and other civil society actors are commited fo buman
Tights education and are important stakeholders in the mmplementaton of nman rghts
education in the United Matons famework.

6. We take note with appreciation that the Plarform for Human Bights Education and
Training in the Council is now comprized by 7 Member States with Senegal having joined
in Sepember 2% (Costa Fica, Iialy, Morocco, Philippines, Sensgal Slovema, and
Switzerland).

7. We appreciate the progress mads in the drafiing process of 3 United MNations
declaration on liman rights education and maining submitted by the Advisory Commirnes.
We recognise a substantve mprovemsant of the drafi since its preliminary draft

8 We also recognise that the first draft prepared by the drafiing group of the Advisory
Comomittee contains qualitative mput by a wide range of stakeholders.

o We appreciate the consultation process with civil sociefy inclnding MiG0s during the
preparation of the praliminary draft and the first drafi

13 Views of civil sociery inchading WGD: and zrassroots orgamisations, particularly
those engaging in implementation programumes of boman rights eduocaton and Taining in
many parts of the world are of ummost imporiance 1o be farther incorporated o the drafting

Dremocracy and Human Rights Education in Europe (DARE]) Network (withouwt consultative staros)
also shares the wiews expressed in this sfatement
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process i order fo have a tmoly meaningfl United Mations declaration on buman rights
education and waining.

11.  The first draft referred to in the following part of this statement iz the amended
version of the first draft snnexed to Advisory Committes recommendation 472 adopied at its
fourth session.

12, In order to refine the first draft we would like to draw the attention of the Membar
States to the following aspects that we believe necessary to reflect in the drafi declaration.

13, In the first drafi, varions parazraphs are redumdant that should be more properly
formulated. Forther, more mspirational snd encouraging expressions should be included in
the declaration for all stakeholders engaging in the mmplementaton of human rights
educaion with or without challenzes and obstacles.

14 Wea balieve that education encompasses Taining and leaming, whether formal or
informal, and concerns all ages in all simations and all pars of seciety. Therefore, the term
“aducation” should be wied in & global mannmer i order to svold confision betwesn the
terms of education, raining, and leamming.

I[. The First Draft

Diefinifion and Primciples

15,  We apprecizste that the first draft specifies the night to bnman rghts educadon. This
approach should be retsined consistently untl the declsrafion is adopied by the United
Matipns Geoeral Assembly.

16,  The declaration should clearly indicate the aim of human rights education (para.l) at
“promofing the realisation of human rghs™ through building 3 aoiversal culfure of human
rights. In addiion, the definifion should mclhode the concept of boman rights education as
“aducation in™ and “education for” homan rights as wall as “education through™ respect for
houmen rights.

17. The right to human rights education and waining signifies both the rght to recaive
and the right to provide human rights education and training. This should be inchuded in the
definition providad by the declaration. Civil society actors are often not only the recipient
bt alzo the provider of human rights education and traiming Swch programmes inchide
iraiming irainers for bomsm rizhts. As the provider. cwil society actors often condromt
difficnltiss due to a Lack of political support and financial resources,

18,  The implementation of human nghis education outside school is also effective and
important. The declaragon should place a mors equal emphasis on formal education on one
hznd and non-formeal and informal education on the other, rather than prientsing formal
education in schaoling sector.

18, Many forms of homsn rights education do nof require school education or a schoal.
Dissemination of information on noman nghis or capacity boilding aciivity in a naral
community by bumean rights defenders i one of such examples. Huoman rghts education is
also a “life long” process, and bhoman nights taining mchdes also “In-service fTaining™ in
the process of occupatons]l pursuit. In this respect, paragraph @ stating “Human rghts
education and waining (.. ) bagins at school™ neads to be rephrazed Furthermore, if it really
15 “an enEoing process” “that concerns all ages™ (para ¥, this paragraph 1= a contradiction
in itself.

20, In this respect, the whole section on definidon and principlss shoald mchods sub-
seciions on “fomal educaton”™ and “Informal and non-formsal education™.
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21. Wheres:s educaton systems are concerned. the delivery of hurean rights education
should be participatory and inclusive without any form of discrimination.

22, In the comtext of the right to education and school educatdon, the rights of parents
should also be considersd.

23, As for “guality educaton™ in paragraph 5(d). at least mininmm criteria of such
guality shomld be indicatad

24 The cultural diversity and the congnuity of culfures and traditions zz weall as their
common valwes should be respected in consistency with intemations] homan mghts
standards and efforts to build a3 uwniversal culmre of boman rights. In this respect for
example, paragraph 11 should read: “Hurnan rights education and framing should use
language {or native languags) and reflact relevant condifons to the targst groups (.. )7

25 As for the context of the implementaton of the rght to information, “equal access™
chould be ensured For this, the second line of paragraph 12 should read *9_..) It should
promote equal access for all to, (...07.

Implementation Measares at the Country Level

2. The declaration cshould clearly provide that States have the responsibility of
acknowledzing facilitating and supporting the buman rights education work carried ot by
NEDs and cwvil society bodies and mstutions, especially those whose experiise and Seld
of activity are fornsed on homan rights education.

27. The mmportant rele of HG0s should be more clearly indicated. Paragraph 20 listing
all members of the educational commmnity &2 having “an important role to play™ should
alzo include “noo-govermmental orgamizadons” and paragraphs 24 should state (..}
inchding non-governmental organisatons and other civil seciety actors (.07

28,  Within the national fTamework, civil sociefy actors incleding grassooots
organisation: and local authorides at the commmity level, especially from remote and
deprived arezs. should be supported by the central nationsl authority for participatory
process of the implementation of human rghis educaton as their views conimbute to reflect
the local needs and condittons relating to human righis.

28 The rple of youth should be emphasized in the declarafion as a substantal
contributor to buildins a cultore of lnuman rights in all nations. In the first draft. only “youth
workers™ is referred to in paragraph 25 as ome of the listed civil society actors. The
declaration should indicate measures to ensure political support and financial resources for
vouth programmes and initiatives promotine human rights education.

Implementation Measures at the International Level

i, The declarafion should incorporate the follow-up mechanicm s concrets 35 possible.
In this respect, the current first draft should be further elaborated.

il. We appreciate that the World Programme for Human Fights Education (para 36)
and the United MNatons honan rights mechanizmes ars referred to such as the treaty
monitoring bodies and the Tlniversal Periodic Beview (paras. 28-40). Thiz approach should
be remined in the declaration

iZ.  Further, the Special Procedurss of the Human Bights Council should also be added
to ensure inchision of natonal policies on homean rights education in the report of mandate
holders within their respective mandate,

i3, In paragraph 41, it should read “An intermatipnal centrs for human rights education
and training should (...)" rather than *{.. ) conld (...)."
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314 Wea szppreciste that the first draft refsrs in paragraph 42 to the need for an
infernational voluntary fund for buman rights education We emphasice that thiz paragraph
chounld be retained smd that once the declaration is adopted, its implementation shonld be
closaly followed up incloding particularly the establishment of such a fund.

II. Drafting Process

i5. DBeinz aware that the drafi declarafion is now the matier of the miergovemmeanial
negotiston among the Blember States of the Huoman Rights Council 35 fom its 15th
cession we sress that the current first draft neads forther elaboration.

id. In the drafiing process to follow at the level of the Council, we urge hMember States
to ensure that views and suggestions of all stakeholders including WMG0s and other civil
society actors confinue to be incorporated and reflected. Should a small gyoup such as a
working group within the Council be set up for finslising the draft declaration, it is
mmperaiive fo maks proper amrangemenis of modalities for MG participation in the process
of the finalizadon of the drafi.

37, Last bat not laast, the TN declaration oo buman rights education and training is to
he added to intemational hwman rights standards. In thic regard| the drafiing process should
confinme to procesd with careful elsboration and thorough consulmtons with all
stakeholders swiftly but without haste I order to make it a3 tuly mesnmgful nDew
mfermational bomsn nghis instument for the effective implementation of human mghts
education worldwide.




Planetary Association for Clean Energy, Inc.

104 Bronson Avenue # 1001
OTTAWA, Ontario K1R 6G8, Canada

An international collaborative network of advanced scientific thinking

NGO in Special Consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

Joint NGO Statement
14" Session of the Human Rights Council (Geneva) 31 May-18 June, 2010

Agenda ltem 3
Fromotion and Protection of all Human Rights, Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, including the Right to Development

Thank you Mr. President,
Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
| speak on behalf of 10 organizations representing over 10 million citizen in over 147 countries.

We would like to thank the High Commissioner, Madame Pilay, and her Office for their tireless work on behalf of
human rights and we welcome the Independent Expert, Ms Shaheed, in her new role while we look forwarding to
collaborating with her

We are facing an unprecedented crisis threatening human survival and the ecosystem balance upon which all rely. )
Since i1t was opened for signature in 1993 only 83 countries have ratified the Convention of Biological Diversity
(CBD)

The 17 countries that contain two-thirds of the Earth’s biclogical and cultural diversity are also those that host most
of the world's indigenous peoples’ traditional territories. From a traditional and spiritual approach to life, the health
of all people is deeply intertwined with the health of their environment. Stewardship and biodiversity lie at the heart
of many cultural values as they support essential ecosystem functions.

We stress the need for a cultural perspective, culture being the se} of distinctive spintual, ethical, matenal,
intellectual and emotional lifestyles, value systems, traditions and beliefs )

2010 has been designated the International Year of Ba’odfvema’tyz-' - marked to save the world’s ecosystems. The
Louisiana coast oil spill has again highlighted issues related to ecosystems and climate. We underline the need for
corporations to « adopt an ethical code of conduct + to have a policy of fransparency and integrity « to respect the
biological and cultural concemns and livelihoods of people in all areas where they operate and - to provide just
remediation treating all affected equally. A number of Conventions and Treaties exist in this regard?.

We call for stricter regulations for the cil industry to address safety and outsourcing issues. The company’s offer to
pay for clean-up and damages stands in contrast to the oil spill in the Amazon 16 years ago when the livelihoods
and health of many indigenous communities were imperilled and 1000s of acres of once pristine rainforests
devastated. Ecuador is still awaiting remediation from that oil company, and Indonesia and Nigeria are similarly
dealing with the consequences from oil-spills.

We urge the Council and the Independent Expert to increase attention to the impact of corporate conduct on
cultural rights with reference to human rights law and other relevant legal instruments that help protect these rights.
The link should also be noted between poverty and environmental degradation and human rights such as the nghts
to a healthy environment, to food, to water and to housing.

Thank you Mr President.



" Convention on Biological Diversity entered into force on 29 Decembier 19073 - Himwes tding
Related: Global Biodiversity Ouilook 3 — hitpfgho3.cbhd.int/

*5G/SMM 2695 — ENVIDEV/1105 — OBV/B48 :

* Article 10(1) of the Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (Stockholm, May 22, 2001) [12] aims at "protecting human health and the
environment from persistent organic pollutants.” The treaty provides that each Party shall, within its capabilities, promote and facilitate
pravision to the public of all available information on persistent organic pollutants and ensure that the public has access to public information
and that the information is kept up-to-date (Art.10 (1)(b) and (2)). Educational and public awareness programs are o be developed especially
for women, children and the least educated. Parties are to make accessible to the public on a timely and regular hasis the results of their
research, development and monitoring activities pertaining to persistent organic pollutants. (Art. 11). Paries that exchange information
pursuant to the Convention shall protect any confidential information, but information on health and safety of humans and the environment
shall not be regarded as confidential (ArL.9 (5))

* Drafted under the auspices of the UNECE and adopted in the months prior to Rio, the Convention on Transboundary Effects of Industrial
Accidents (Helsinki, March 17, 1992), [18] was the first international treaty to contain the three procedural environmental nights: information,
paricipation and access to remedies (Art.9).

* Convention on Civil Liability for Damage Resulting from Activities Dangerous to the Environment.

* Energy Charter Treaty (Lisbon, December 17, 1994), Art. 19(1){i) and 20, EMuT, 994:93. Aricle 12(1)(f) calls on parties to promote public
awareness of the Environmental Impacts of energy systems, of the scope for the prevention or abatement of their adverse Environmental

Impacts, and of the costs associated with various prevention or abatement measures ; while paragraph "i" calls for promoting the transparent
assessment at an early stage and prior to decision, and subsequent monitoring, of Environmental Impacts of environmentally significant

energy investment projects.

¥ Aarhus Convention: This requires that each state party establish mandatory systems to obtain information on proposed and existing
activities that could significantly affect the environment. This provision is clearly aimed at the private sector and is supplementad by Article
5(6) which requires states parties to encourage operators whoss activities have a significant impact on the environment to inform the public
regulariy of the environmental impact of their activities and products, through eco-labeling, eco-auditing or similar means.

#LO Convention Mo. 169 conceming Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independant Countries (Geneva, June 27, 1989) contains numerous
references fo the lands, resources, and environment of indigenous peoples. Article 2 provides that actions respeciing indigenous peoples
shall be developed with the participation of the peoples concemed. Special measures are to be adopted for safeguarding the environment of
such peoples consistent with their freely-expressed wishes (Art. 4). States parties must consult indigenous peoples (Ar. 6) and provide for
their participation in formulating national and regional development plans that may affect them (Art. 7). Environmental impact assessment
must be done of planned development activities with the cooperation of the peoples concemed (Art. 7(3)) and "Govemnmments shall take
measures, in cooperation with the peoples concemed, to protect and preserve the environment of the temiones they inhabit.” (Art. 7{4)).
Rights to remedies are provided in Article 12. Part |l of the Convention addresses land issues, including the rights of the peoples concemed
to the natural resources pertaining to their lands. The nghts include "the right to paricipate in the use, management and conservation of thesse
resources.” (Art. 15). Aricle 30 requires the governments to make known to the peoples concemed their rights and duties.

* Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity adopted by UNESCO on 2 November 2001
hittp-ffwww unesco.org/confgen/press_relf021101_clt_diversity shiml

This statement reflects discussions among non-govemnmental organizations (NGOs) facilitated by the NGO
Committee on the Environment (COE), a substantive Committee of the Conference of NGOs (CoNGO), made up
of NGOs In Consultative Relationship with the United Nations Geneva.

Signatories:

FPlanetary Association for Clean Energy (PACE)
Institute for Planetary Synthesis (IPS)
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH})
MNorth South XXI
Fundacion Intervida
Centro de Derechos Humanos y Ambiente (CEDHA)
Worldwide Organization for Women (WOW)
World Association of Girl Guides and Girls Scouts (WAGGS)
Susila Dharma International Association (SDIA)

1 Al-Hakim Foundation
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Joint NGO Statement
The 14" Session of the UN Human Rights Council (31 May-18 June 2010)

Agenda Item 3

Promotion and Protection of all Human Rights, Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, including the Right to Development

This statement reflects discussions among non-governmental organizations (NGOs) facilitated by the NGO
Committee on Spirituality, Values and Global Concerns of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship
with the United Nations (CoNGO), Geneva.

Signatories:

1) Planetary Association for Clean Energy (PACE)

2) Institute for Planetary Synthesis (IPS)

3) Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH)
4) North South XXI

5) Fundacién Intervida

Thank you Mr. President, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I speak on behalf of 5 organizations.

The human family and natural world are facing an unprecedented crisis threatening human survival and the
ecosystem balance upon which we rely. Since 1993, after the Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD) ¥ was
opened for signature, only 83 countries have ratified it.

More than two-thirds of the Earth’s biological diversity is located within 17 countries containing most of the world’s
indigenous peoples’ traditional territories. From a traditional and spiritual approach to life, the health of all people is
deeply intertwined with the health of their environment. Stewardship and biodiversity lies at the heart of many
cultural values as it supports essential ecosystem functions. The link should also be noted between poverty and
environmental degradation and human rights such as the rights to a healthy environment, to food and water, and to
housing.

By reaffirming the cultural perspective, culture being the set of distinctive spiritual, ethical, material, intellectual and
emotior)lal features of society encompasses in addition to art and literature, lifestyles, value systems, traditions and
beliefs?

2010: International Year of Biodiversity® is marked to save the world’s ecosystems. The Louisiana coast oil spill has
again highlighted issues related to ecosystems and climate. We call for stricter regulations for the oil industry to
address safety and outsourcing issues. The company’s offer to pay partly for clean-up and damages stands in contrast
to the oil spill in the Amazon 16 years ago when the livelihoods and health of over 30 indigenous communities were
imperilled and 1000s of acres of once pristine rainforests devastated. This surpassed the Exxon Valdez spill by
millions of gallons and damaged an area with high biodiversity. Ecuador is still awaiting remediation from that oil
company.

We underline the need for corporations to adopt an ethical code of conduct, to have a policy of transparency, and
integrity, to respect the biological and cultural concerns and livelihoods of people in areas where they operate, to
provide just remediation treating all affected equally. A number of Conventions and Treaties exist in this regard®.
We urge the Council to increase attention to the impact of corporate conduct on cultural rights with reference to
human rights law and other relevant legal instruments that help protect these rights.

Thank you Mr President.

. . . . . . http:// .cbhd.int/
Y Convention on Biological Diversity entered into force on 29 December 1993 - AA.ERC.IN

Related: Global Biodiversity Outlook 3 — http://gho3.cbd.int/

%) Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity adopted by UNESCO on 2 November 2001
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% SG/SM/12695 — ENV/DEV/1105 — OBV/848 : http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2010/sgsm12695.doc.htm

4 Article 10(1) of the Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (Stockholm, May 22, 2001) [12] aims at "protecting human health and
the environment from persistent organic pollutants." The treaty provides that each Party shall, within its capabilities, promote and facilitate
provision to the public of all available information on persistent organic pollutants and ensure that the public has access to public
information and that the information is kept up-to-date (Art.10 (1)(b) and (2)). Educational and public awareness programs are to be
developed especially for women, children and the least educated. Parties are to make accessible to the public on a timely and regular basis
the results of their research, development and monitoring activities pertaining to persistent organic pollutants. (Art. 11). Parties that
exchange information pursuant to the Convention shall protect any confidential information, but information on health and safety of humans
and the environment shall not be regarded as confidential (Art.9 (5))

%) Drafted under the auspices of the UNECE and adopted in the months prior to Rio, the Convention on Transboundary Effects of Industrial
Accidents (Helsinki, March 17, 1992), [18] was the first international treaty to contain the three procedural environmental rights:
information, participation and access to remedies (Art.9).

“ Convention on Civil Liability for Damage Resulting from Activities Dangerous to the Environment.

“) Energy Charter Treaty (Lisbon, December 17, 1994), Art. 19(1)(i) and 20, EMuT, 994:93. Article 19(1)(f) calls on parties to promote
public awareness of the Environmental Impacts of energy systems, of the scope for the prevention or abatement of their adverse
Environmental Impacts, and of the costs associated with various prevention or abatement measures ; while paragraph "i" calls for promoting
the transparent assessment at an early stage and prior to decision, and subsequent monitoring, of Environmental Impacts of environmentally
significant energy investment projects.

 Aarhus Convention: This requires that each state party establish mandatory systems to obtain information on proposed and existing
activities that could significantly affect the environment. This provision is clearly aimed at the private sector and is supplemented by
Article 5(6) which requires states parties to encourage operators whose activities have a significant impact on the environment to inform the
public regularly of the environmental impact of their activities and products, through eco-labeling, eco-auditing or similar means.

4 1LO Convention No. 169 concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries (Geneva, June 27, 1989) contains numerous
references to the lands, resources, and environment of indigenous peoples. Article 2 provides that actions respecting indigenous peoples
shall be developed with the participation of the peoples concerned. Special measures are to be adopted for safeguarding the environment of
such peoples consistent with their freely-expressed wishes (Art. 4). States parties must consult indigenous peoples (Art. 6) and provide for
their participation in formulating national and regional development plans that may affect them (Art. 7). Environmental impact assessment
must be done of planned development activities with the cooperation of the peoples concerned (Art. 7(3)) and "Governments shall take
measures, in cooperation with the peoples concerned, to protect and preserve the environment of the territories they inhabit." (Art. 7(4)).
Rights to remedies are provided in Article 12. Part Il of the Convention addresses land issues, including the rights of the peoples concerned
to the natural resources pertaining to their lands. The rights include "the right to participate in the use, management and conservation of
these resources." (Art. 15). Article 30 requires the governments to make known to the peoples concerned their rights and duties.

This statement reflects discussions among non-governmental organizations (NGOs) facilitated by the NGO
Committee on Spirituality, Values and Global Concerns of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship
with the United Nations (CoNGO), Geneva.

Signatories:

6) Planetary Association for Clean Energy (PACE)

7) Institute for Planetary Synthesis (IPS)

8) Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH)
9) North South XXI

10)Fundacion Intervida
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United Nations AUHRC/AC/6/NGO/1
.V;’ General Assembly Distr: General
\l% ég 6 January 2011
English only

Human Rights Council

Advisory Committee

Sixth session

17— 21 January 2011

Ttem 2 (a) (1) of the provisional agenda

Requests addressed to the Advisory Committee
stemming from Human Rights Council resolutions:
Reports currently under consideration by the
Advisory Committee: right to food

Joint written statement” submitted by the International
Alliance of Women (LAW), the International Council of
Jewish Women (ICJW) non-governmental organizations in
general consultative status, the Sovereign Military Order of
the Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH), the Inter-African
Committee on Traditional Practices Affecting the Health of
Women and Children (IAC), the Worldwide Organization
for Women (WOW), non-governmental organizations in
special consultative status

The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which 15 circulated
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31.

[4 January 2011]

" This written statement 1s 1ssued. unedited. in the language(s) received from the submitting
non-govemnmental organization(s).

GE.11-10179 thmydz@
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Managing Resources to give Peace and Humankind a chance

We support the Millenmium Development Goals as stated by the General Assembly,
and witness the non-unlimited resources of this single home planet of Human kind.

We fully support the Human Rights Declaration.
We also fully support the UN Convention on International watercourses.
We also witness the following factors:

* A rise in population numbers

* A developing economy. source of growing expectations from the populations in
non-developed countries as well as in developing countries. These expectations
concern not only consumer goods, but also an increase in consumption of anmmal
proteins, water and energy.

* Climate and environmental issues have a sigmnificant impact on the availability of
some of these resources.

* A very significant land price “explosion” since 2008 all over the world (sometimes
having more than doubled in the last 9 months)

These factors already have impacted, and in the future nught impact even more the
relations between communities and states, as securing access to resources for one’s
community and/or one’s nation will become more and more crucial, therefore stability and
Peace in many regions of the world may well be at nisk.

The main issues

A growing population of more than 6.8 billion, soon to be 2 billion by 2050, who all
deserve a decent and safe life. Earth’s population rises roughly by 83 million each
year:

This growing population in itself 15 creating a greater stress on the available
resources, m all 3 basic categornies (water, food energy).

The stress on water.

2 1 limited resources:

The overall world’s fresh water supplies (roughly 3% of earth’s waters represent
925 nullion trillion gallons, of which 2/3 are in frozen mode (permafrost. glaciers,
permanent snow and ice sheets). Only 30.1% (2.78 mullion trillion gallons) are “ground
waters” readily available underground and reserves replemished by surface seepage.
Another 0.3% 1s contained in rivers. plants. animals, atmosphere, lakes and wetlands.

Water 15 the first requirement (with breathable air) for life support. Our own body 1s
composed of some 80% of water.

Home water pipes cover only 45% of the world’s population

2 2 rising consumpiion

Consumption of water is rising and the average American uses at home some 100
gallons each day, while millions elsewhere have less than 5 gallons a day for all purposes.



AHRC/AC/GNGO

When their country develops. and hopefully the standard of living of the population
mcreases, the demand for water will likely explode.

Water 1s not only useful for washing and drinking. It 1s also critical to grow cattle
(1857 gallons' per pound of beef-. or 756 gallons per pound of pork- to include water used
to grow cattle feeding. cleaming the wastes, and water they drink). Meat demand and
consumption 15 likely to rise exponentially with the betterment of the standard of living of
the population in developing countries. Already, we see a change in habits in China,
Brazil and many other countries.

Mass consumption goods demand 1s also likely to grow fast. Most of these goods
require much more water (called “virtual water™) than theirr own weight: A pair of blue
jeans requires 2900 gallons of water' to produce. one cotton t-shirt. 766 gallons. one
hamburger. 634 gallons, one cup of coffee: 37 gallons!

The stress on energy and food

At the same time the population grows and the level of life mmproves, energy
demand rises; and food shafts occur.

From the basic needs. with very low energy consumption in rural undeveloped
countries for self-feeding and self-washing, to the very high levels required in the most
developed countries (factories, transportation. public and private -including cars, lighting,
washers of all kinds. television and medias, leisure activities,).

At the same time, the shift m food expectations explodes, and from local self based
food producing to mass food producing (transformation/conservation) and growmg of
cattle, together with transportation of food —vegetables or meat- require the use of more and
more energy. All these 1ssues have very important economic impacts.

Food secunty (Including - but not lmated to - traceabality throughout the
production/distribution chain) 1s not only a public health issue, 1t may also well become — at
it already has become - a worldwide and a national security 1ssue.

The Political and Diplomatic sides- what should be considered?

While in some nations. access to water, and to clean water, might not yet seem to be
a major 1ssue. in some other nations and parts of the world, no betterment of life can be
achieved for the population if a secured access to clean water 1s not provided.

At present. some countries with limited water resources relv on caitle (and
corn/wheat) mmports to feed their populations, therefore. although saving their local
resources, put a greater stress on the water resources of thewr “providers™ (1857 gallons per
pound of beef). on top of which must be added the energy consumption to transport the
food from 1ts area of production to the area of consumption.

In the not far future, water, land. food and energy will be the under roots of potential
conflicts between nations.

Therefore, 1t 15 our view that 1t should be one of the top priorities of all responsible
governments, leaders of opimion and decision makers to seriously consider the ways of
peacefully addressing these 1ssues on an international consensual basis i order to:

(a)  Secure access to clean water to all human kind

! Reference: 1: Arien HOEKSTRA and All. UNESCO
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(b) Find ways to better use the accessible water supplies and optimize the
consumption of water by mdustry

{c)  Develop where an when possible all clean and renewable sources of energy

(d)  Reconcile economic, environmental and health issues as partners. A better
environment favors a healthier world, bringing healthier consumers who in turn will
eventually have more economic power. Environment-friendly energies and industries
should be considered.

(e)  Secure bilateral and multi-national agreements to better share water, land and
energy resources, on an equitable basis, all these in the interest of our Human brotherhood
and of our children.

(fi  Achieve a better congruence at national levels between energy policy and
food policy.

In this process, Civil Society stakeholders, (including NGO's) are assets not to be
overlooked.
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Alliance for Citizen Participation, the International Alliance
of Women (IAW), the International Council of Women
(ICW), the International Association for Religious Freedom
(IARF), Soroptimist International (SI), New Humanity, the
Women's Federation for World Peace International
(WFWPI). non-governmental organizations in general
consultative status. the Human Rights Education Associates
(HREA), the International Organization for the Right to
Education and Freedom of Education (OIDEL), the
International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse
(INPEA). the Teresian Association, the Association Points-
Coeur. Myochikai (Arigatou Foundation). the Asian Forum
for Human Rights and Development (FORUM-ASIA), the
International Movement against All Forms of Discrimination
and Racism (IMADR), the Al-Hakim Foundation, the
International Catholic Child Bureau (ICCB), the Planetary
Association for Clean Energy. Inc.. the International
Organization for the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (EAFORD), the World Federation for Mental
Health (WFMH), the Sovereign Military Order of the Temple
of Jerusalem (OSMTH), the Worldwide Organization for
Women (WOW), the International Federation of University
Women (IFUW), the Equitas International Centre for
Human Rights Education, the Cairo Institute for Human
Rights Studies (CTHRS), the Association of Peace Messenger

" This written statement is issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting
non-governmental organization(s).
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Cities (IAPMC), the Association Apprentissage sans
Frontieres (ASF), the Rencontre Africaine pour la defense
des droits de I'homme (RADDHO). the United Network of
Young Peacebuilders (UNOY Peacebuilders), the Institute of
Global Education (IGE). non-governmental organizations in
special consultative status, Soka Gakkai International (SGI),
Servas International, the Association for World Education
(AWE). the Association of World Citizens (AWC). the
Institute for Planetary Svnthesis, non-governmental
organizations on the roster

The Secretary-General has recerved the following written statement which is circulated i
accordance with Economuc and Social Council resolution 1996/31.

[14 February 2011]



AHRCI16NG01]

NGO assessment of the draft United Nations Declaration on
human rights education and training”

This statement. jointly submitted by 39 organisations, reflects discussions facilitated by the
NGO Working Group on Human Rights Education and Learning of the Conference of
NGOs i Consultative Relationship with the UN (CoNGO) and Human Rights Education
Associates (HREA).

We recall the views of Member States expressed m the three meetings (on 24 June, 3
September and 14 December 2010) of the Human Rights Council informal consultation on
the draft UN declaration on human rights education and training, facilitated by the Platform
Member States: Costa Rica, Italy, Morocco, Philippines, Senegal, Slovenmia and
Switzerland.

We also recall the mntensive process of finalising the draft text of the declaration and the
outcome of the meeting of the Human Rights Council working group on the declaration,
held from 10-14 January 2011.

The views of NGOs expressed in this statement refer to the draft UN declaration on human
rights education and traming as of 14 Janwary 2011 contamned in document
AHRC/WG.9/1/2 (26 January 2011). which 1s the outcome of the aforementioned meeting
of the Human Rights Council working group.

We appreciate constructive and devoted efforts of Member States in the intergovernmental
negotiation in preparing the final draft text, and we particularly thank the Platform Member
States for proactively advocating human nghts education and trammng among Member
States and for their best effort not to undermine the language of the draft declaration in
achieving a consensus of Member States, after having come so far.

We also appreciate that NGOs were given opportunities to make frequent interventions
during the meeting of the working group.

While we agree with and welcome the present draft text. we would like to draw the
attention of Member States to our assessment of the draft declaration with reference to
specific articles, for the effective implementation of human rights education and traming.

Principles of human rights education and training

We consider human rights education and tramning a fundamental and sustainable endeavour
for dealing with the root causes of human rights violations and abuses. We believe that the
ultimate goal of human rights education and training is the full realisation of all human
rights, civil. political, econonuc, social and cultural, for all persons m all countnies through
building a universal culture of human rights.

In this regard, we support in particular Article 1. paragraph 2, which refers to “umiversal
respect for and observance of all human nights and fundamental freedoms for all” and “the
principles of universality. indivisibility and interdependence of human rights™ and Article 5.
paragraph 1, which stipulates the principles of equality, human dignity, inclusion and non-
discrimination.

" Operation Peace Through Unity (OPTU). Global Alliance for Ministries and Departments of Peace,
and Marist International Selidarity Foundation ONLUS (FMSI), NGOs without consultative status,
also share the views expressed in this statement.
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Human rights education and tramning concems all persons including women. men, children
mdigenous peoples, persons with disabilities, elders, migrants, and all minorities and
vulnerable groups of people, as Article 5, paragraph 2 refers to “all persons™ and “the
particular challenges and barmers™ and “the needs and expectations™ that human nghts
education and traimng “should take into account™.

Human rights education and tramming contributes to the prevention of human nghts
violations and abuses as provided in Articles 2, paragraph 1 and Article 4. sub-paragraph
(e) of the draft declaration.

We uphold human rights education and training as “a lifelong process that concerns all
ages”, “in all forms of education, tramning and leammg. whether in a public or private,
formal. mformal or non-formal setting™ that “should use languages and methods suited to
target groups. takmg into account thewr specific needs and conditions™ (Article 3.

paragraphs 1. 2 and 3).

The rights-based approach to human rights education and training and
State responsibilities

To ensure the effective realisation of all human rights and the prevention of human nights
violations and abuses, the implementation of human rights education and tramning requires
the rights-based approach, which recognises the duty-bearers and nghts-holders and
mcorporates the principles of non-discnnunation and equality, participation and inclusion,
accountability and the rule of law.

Many human nights education and tramming activities carried out at both national and
mternational levels already integrate a nights-based approach as they refer to varous
mternational human nghts nstruments, norms and standards, reflect the nights-based
principles of implementation and recognise the duty-bearers and rights-holders.

The World Programme for Human Rights Education clearly specifies the duty-bearer with
the primary responsibality and the specific sectors that are considered to be relevant actors
in the perspective of both the nghts-holders and other duty-bearers. provided in the Plan of
Action for its first phase and second phase respectively.

Access to human rights education and training

Article 1, paragraph 1 of the draft declaration reads: “Everyone has the night to know, seek
and recerve information about all human nights and fundamental freedoms and should have

access to human rights education and training™.

We support the formulation of this article and call upon all Member States to ensure that
everyone in their territory has access to human nights education and tramning.

In this regard. we appreciate the recogmition provided in Article 10 that “various actors
within society” including “NGOs, human rights defenders and the private sector have an
important role to play in promoting and providing human rights education and training™

Taking this into account. we urge all Member States to ensure necessary support available
for human rights education and training as necessary, politically and financially, by the
State government or, where applicable, relevant governmental authorities. We believe that
such action will be part of the implementation of Article 7 paragraphs 1. 2, 3 and 4
regarding the responsibility of States and relevant governmental authornities and of Article
14 which also refers to the necessary resources that “States should ... make available for
the effective implementation of and follow-up to™ this declaration.
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We believe that this declaration, with particular sigmificances enshrined m Article 1 and
Article 7, furthers cooperative and constructive relations between civil society actors and
States and relevant governmental authorities of all countries in implementing human rights
education and training.

International and regional human rights mechanisms

At the both international and regional level, various human rnghts mechanisms exist and are
available to be used for the promotion and mmplementation of human rights education and
training. In turn. human rights education and tramning promotes the application of human
rights mechanisms by States, relevant government authorities and civil society actors.

In light of Article 12 and particularly Amicle 13, we consider that the Umiversal Periodic
Review process and the monitoring system of human rights treaties, as well as the Special
Procedures of the Human Rights Council are of the utmost importance for such
mternational mechanisms within the UN system.

In this regard, we call upon all Member States. once the declaration is adopted. to
demonstrate in practice their commitment to human rights education and traimning by
including “information on the measures that they have adopted in the field of human rights
education and tramming in their reports”™ to relevant bodies of such mechanisms.

As for the monitoring bodies of human nights treaties and the Special Procedures mandate
holders. we would like to expect them to incorporate human rights education and training in
the activities within their respective mandates, with appropriate cooperation with and
support from Member States by, inter alia. making recommendations to the Member State
concerned, regarding 1ts national polictes on human nights education and tramnmg or on
specific thematic 1ssues, respectively.

Toward adoption and proclamation of the declaration

Based on the assessment and the views with an emphasis expressed in this statement, we
support the draft declaration that should be adopted by the Human Raghts Council without
vote.

We are aware that in some cases human rights education has been implemented effectively.
and in some other cases it has faced very difficult challenges. Once this declaration 1s
adopted, we believe that its implementation, particularly Article 1, will contribute to the
reduction of difficult challenges in effective and mutually cooperative manners by all
relevant stakeholders including the government. relevant governmental authorities, NGOs
and other civil society actors.

We would like to stress the sigmficance and impact of the eventual proclamation of the
declaration by the General Assembly, whereby imnternational standards for human nights
education will be officially proclaimed by the UN for the first time. and we hope that 1t will
be an opportunity for all stakeholders to work together to encourage a more conscious and
robust culture of human rights mn all countries.




2011 UN ECOSOC High Level Segment in Geneva

Submission for NGO Joint Statement
on

"Implementing the Internationally Agreed Goals and Commitments in regard to
Environmental Education”

This statement is jointly submitted by 20 Organizations (listed hereafter) in ECOSOC
consultative status and reflects discussions facilitated by the NGO Committee on the
Environment and the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the UN (CoNGO).

- World Movement of Mothers

- Planetary Association for Clean Energy (PACE)

- African Commission on Health Promoters and Human Rights (CAPSDHR)
- Al-Hakim Foundation

- Fundacion Intervida

- GAIA MATER

- North South XXI

- Institute for Global Education (IGE)

- Institute for Planetary Synthesis (IPS)

- International Association of Peace Messenger Cities (IAPMC)

- International Alliance of Women (IAW)

- International Federation of University Women (IFUW)

- International Islamic Relief Organization-Saudi Arabia (IIROSA)
- International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA)
- OCAPROCE International

- OSMTH (Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem)

- PAX ROMANA

- Women's World Summit Foundation (WWSF)

- World Federation for Mental Health

- Worldwide organization for Women

We appreciate the constructive work by Member States and the efforts in the various
intergovernmental negotiations relating to the urgent problems posed by environmental
degradation. We also value the recognition by many member states of the need to engage all
of civil society to strengthen the work in partnership to deliver further progress. However,
much work still lies ahead.

There has been a concerted effort related to environmental matters with the 2010 COP10 on
the Convention on Biodiversity in Nagoya - Japan, the 2010 International Year on
Biodiversity, preparatory meetings being convened for the forthcoming UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Durban - South Africa, and the 2011
International Year of Forests.

With such emphasis on the environment, we consider that Environmental Education and
human rights education related to environmental issues are an important part of the overall
environmental agenda, and we call upon all Member States to demonstrate in practice their
commitment to education by including Environmental Education as a means to understand
and reconnect to the natural world, our environment, our home upon which we all rely for our
physical, spiritual and cultural well-being.

As recalled in the Annex of this Statement, the need for Environmental Education has been
highlighted in many international conferences and declarations since it first gained
international recognition at the 1972 Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment. In
recent years however, the focus has somehow shifted.



Environmental education concerns every individual, irrespective of their sex, age, race,
religion or economic and social status, as well as every human group at every level from
families to communities, from villages to regions and nations, from small local businesses to
large transnational corporations.

Recalling the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill and the recent Fukushima nuclear reactor accidents
we also call for environmental education at the corporate level in order to prevent such
ecological disasters and the ensuing human rights violations and abuses, and ensure the
effective realization of a human rights-based approach related to a development agenda that
takes into account environmental issues and recognition of duty-bearers and rights-holders.

Environmental Education should also include the principles of human dignity, inclusion, non-
discrimination and equality, as well as economic, social, cultural human rights and most
notably the Right to Life, Right to Food, the Right to clean drinking water and sanitation, the
Right to Health, the Right to Peace...

Women form the most vulnerable group and have the most to loose as the Environment
suffers, and yet women are also the main potential positive actors: caring is one of their
core values, e.q. for each others, for future generations and for the larger environment. Girls
and women should be the main target group for education in general and Environmental
Education in particular.

The important role of families in informal Environmental Education should also be recognized
and supported: families can be powerful actors in raising children awareness on the beauty
and importance of Nature and the need to protect it; and it is mostly within the Family that
Values can be transmitted, most notably Respect for other human beings and for Nature.

We therefore call on all Member States to make Environmental Education a reality and focus
within the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development and their
national sustainable development strategies.

We also call on all Member States from the UNECE region to recognise and implement
Environmental Education in their Education for Sustainable Development program at their
seventh UNECE Ministerial Conference "Environment for Europe” which will take place this
year in Kazakhstan. We believe that a healthy and sustainable environment is a prerequisite
for sustainable development.

Annex: International declarations and agreements on Environmental Education

The need for Environmental Education first gained international recognition at the Stockholm
1972 UN Conference on the Human Environment* wherein Principle 19 of the corresponding
Declaration states: "Education in environmental matters, for the younger generation as well
as adults [...] is essential in order to broaden the basis for an enlightened opinion and
responsible conduct by individuals, enterprises and communities in protecting and improving
the environment in its full human dimension".

This was followed in 1975, with an international workshop in Environmental Education held in
Belgrade and which resulted in a framework of understanding on Environmental Education,
later referred to as “the Belgrade Charter™, with goals, objectives and guiding principals for
Environmental Education programmes.

According to the Belgrade Charter, the goal of Environmental Education is "to develop a world
population that is aware of and concerned about the environment and its associated
problems, and which has the knowledge, skills, attitudes, motivations and commitment to
individually and collectively work toward solutions of current problems and the prevention of
new ones"; the objectives of Environmental Education are: awareness, knowledge, attitude,
skills, evaluation ability and participation. The principal audience for Environmental Education



is the general public, in both the formal education sector (from schools to Universities), but
also in the non-formal education sector (family, workplace, decision makers...)

In 1977, 66 Member States participated in the first Intergovernmental Conference on
Environmental Education that was jointly organized by UNESCO and UNEP in Thilisi in 1977.
The Thilisi Declaration® recommended the adoption of 10 criteria to develop Environmental
Education at the national, regional and global levels. It also endorsed goals, objectives and
guiding principles for Environmental Education.

This first Thilisi Intergovernmental Conference on Environmental Education was followed by 3
anniversary conferences, held every 10 years. The last one, Tbilisi+30% was held in 2007
in Ahmedabad, India, and drew "attention to a new sense of urgency and the need for a
new, broader approach to Environmental Education in a very different social, economic and
political climate, and knowledge environment to that of 1977 when the Thilisi Declaration was
formulated”.

Indeed, at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, Environmental Education became part of Agenda 217,
Chapter 36: promoting education, public awareness and training. Agenda 21 built on the
achievement of the Thilisi Declaration that notably highlights the interdependence between
social, cultural, economic and political aspects of human behaviour, and the way we treat the
environment and each other. Environmental education is not only about nature:
environmental problems are social problems, caused by the behaviour of people.

More recently, the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development® (2005-
2014) was launched, with UNESCO as the lead agency. The idea is to "integrate the
principles, values, and practices of sustainable development into all aspects of education and
learning, in order to address the social, economic, cultural and environmental problems we
face in the 21st century". Education for Sustainable Development broadens the concept of
Environmental Education.

In 2000 UNESCO had already endorsed the Earth Charter”’, whose 14th principle is to
"Integrate into formal education and lifelong learning the knowledge, values and skills needed
for a sustainable way of life”, and whose 11th principle "affirm gender equality and equity as
prerequisites to sustainable development and ensure universal access to education, health
care and economic opportunity”. The first 3 recommendations (out of 10) of an Earth Charter
+10 Conference in India in November 2010 relate to formal and non-formal education.

At the regional level, the UNECE strategy for Education for Sustainable Development® was
adopted in Vilnius in 2005 "to encourage UNECE member States to develop and incorporate
education for sustainable development into their formal education systems, in all relevant
subjects, and in non- formal and informal education. This will equip people with knowledge of
and skills in sustainable development, making them more competent and confident and
increasing their opportunities for acting for a healthy and productive life in harmony with
nature and with concern for social values, gender equity and cultural diversity”.

In 2007 the sixth Ministerial Conference "Environment for Europe" was held in Belgrade,
Serbia. It was the first time in the history of this process that a Joint Session of Environment and
Education Ministers took place and Ministers and Heads of delegation from 51 countries from

the UNECE region adopted a joint Declaration "Building Bridges to the Future®".

References

1) Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment - Stockholm -
1972:
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?documentid=97&articleid=1503
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CO- SPONSORED BY THE FOLLOWING ECOSOC ACCREDITED NGOs:

IAW(International Alliance of Women) (General Consultative Status)

IIROSA(International Islamic relief organization- Saudi Arabia) (General Consultative Status)
ICIW(International Council of Jewish Women) (General Consultative Status)
OSMTH(Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem) (Special Consultative Status)
INPEA(International network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse) (Special Consultative Status )
WFMH (World federation for Mental health) (Special Consultative Status)

David M. Kennedy Canter (Special Consultative Status)

ICW(International Council of Women) (Special Consultative Status )

3 HO Foundation (Roster Status)

Thank you Mr President,
I speak in the name of 9 NGOs

We support the UN Millennium Development Goals and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, the work of the Commission on the Status of Women, and we welcome the new UN
Women entity for gender equality and the empowerment of women.

Mr President, the empowerment of women and gender equality are at risk in many areas of the world. We take note
of four threats in the immediate future to women’s security and economic empowerment; land price increases,
energy cost increases, unavailability of clean water and food price increases. These threats to the status of women
can be reduced by forward-looking and equitable governments which work to improve the lot of women. In the light
of a fast ageing population in all regions of the world, older women and especially widows are often faced with
tragic circumstances, rejected by society and without resources.

A population growing to 7 billion by 2015 is creating a greater stress on the available resources in three basic
categories; water, food, and energy. We must ensure that the less favored of Humankind (and this refers primarily to
women in many places), can have easy and equal access to those basic requirements of life.

Having the political right and the economic means to buy, own, or inherit land is, in many cases, a necessity to attain
self-sustainability. Growing ones own food supplies (or at least some of them), is one way out of hunger and
dependence. Having easy access to sufficient clean and safe water for consumption and sanitation, to low-priced
food, and to affordable renewable energy should be a top priority of governments. These are often denied to women
because of their gender, economic or education level.

We call upon the United Nations, its constituent bodies, and all member states to work in a spirit of peace and
cooperation, with respect and appreciation to the different cultures of the world, to develop and implement policies
to eradicate hunger and thirst. This will assure availability of these fundamental resources. These resources must be
made accessible, without sex-based limitation to all. We believe strongly that civil society stake holders, and
specifically, NGOs can help United Nations Member States in this very noble endeavour and welcome the
opportunity to do so.

The Millennium Development Goals and Women’s Rights are inseparably linked.

Thank you Mr. President
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Joint NGO Statement

The UN Human Rights Council 16th session (28 February-25 March, 2011)
Agenda Item 5: Human rights bodies and mechanisms

The Draft UN Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training

Kazunari Fujii (SGI) on behalf of:
SOKA GAKKAI INTERNATIONAL (SGl)
HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION ASSOCIATES (HREA)
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION AND FREEDOM OF EDUCATION (OIDEL)
ASSOCIATION POINTS-CCEUR (APC)
INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE PREVENTION OF ELDER ABUSE (INPEA)
UNITED NETWORK OF YOUNG PEACEBUILDERS (UNOY PEACEBUILDERS)
MYOCHIKAI (ARIGATOU FOUNDATION)
INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT AGAINST ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND RACISM (IMADR)
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM (IARF)
SOVEREIGN MILITARY ORDER OF THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM (OSMTH)
INTERNATIONAL CATHOLIC CHILD BUREAU (ICCB)
WORLD WIDE ORGANIZATION OF WOMEN (WOW)
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
SERVAS INTERNATIONAL
ASIAN FORUM FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEVELOPMENT (FORUM-ASIA)
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (EAFORD)
AL-HAKIM FOUNDATION
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PEACE MESSENGER CITIES (IAPMC)
PLANETARY ASSOCIATION FOR CLEAN ENERGY (PACE)

Thank you Mr. President.
| speak on behalf of 19 organisations.

This statement reflects views of NGOs expressed in discussions facilitated by the NGO Working Group on
Human Rights Education and Learning of the Conference of NGOs (CoNGO) and through an international
network, Human Rights Education Associates (HREA).

We support the draft text of the UN declaration on human rights education and training.
Many NGOs made substantial contributions to the drafting process since its very beginning.
We stress the following.

Human rights education is a sustainable endeavour for dealing with the root causes of human rights
violations and abuses, contributing to the prevention of such violations and abuses.




Human rights education is a lifelong process for all persons, regardless of age, and including women, men,
children, indigenous peoples, persons with disabilities, elders, migrants, and all minorities and vulnerable
groups of people.

The effective implementation of human rights education requires the rights-based approach.

As article 1 of the draft declaration stipulates, we call upon all Member States to make efforts to ensure that
everyone has access to human rights education and training.

Such efforts should take into account various settings, whether public or private, formal, informal or non-
formal.

Languages and methods suited to the local specific needs and conditions should be utilised.

At the international level, the Council’s Special Procedures and UPR should be recognised as contributory
mechanisms for the effective implementation of human rights education.

Mr. President,

The declaration will be a significant momentum for the UN to officially proclaim international standards
for human rights education.

We hope that it will be an opportunity for all stakeholders, including civil society and all governmental
authorities, to work together to encourage a more conscious and robust culture of human rights in all
countries.

Thank you Mr. President.
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President, International Center for Religion & Diplomacy/ICRD

Scott Sheeran
Co-Director of the LLM in International Human Rights and Humanitarian Law -

University of Essex

Fawzia Al Ashmawi
International Islamic Relief Organisation, Saudi Arabia/ITROSA

Oliver Rizzi Carlton
United Network of Young Peace-builders; Chair of WG on Culture of Peace

Moderator: Dr Marcel de Picciotto
Deputy Grand Commander, Ordo Supremus Militaris Templi Hierosolymitani
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WRITTEN STATEMENT HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL XXI,
Agenda Item N° 3
(Not yet available on the UN website at the time of the editing of this document)

This written statement, initiated by OSMTH (Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem) is
jointly submitted by 2 NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC.

- OSMTH (Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem)

- Al HAKIM foundation

Clean Water access, Food cooking, Deforestation and Human Rights

We fully endorse and support the United Nations Millennium Goals, and especially Millennium Goal N°1
on eradication of hunger and extreme poverty, Millennium goal 3 on promotion of gender equality and
empowerment of women, and Millennium goal 7 on environmental sustainability, and appreciate the
constructive work by Member States and the efforts in the various intergovernmental negotiations relating
to the urgent problems posed by environmental issues, with notably the 2010 COP10 on the Convention on
Biodiversity in Nagoya, Japan, the 2010 International Year on Biodiversity, preparatory meetings being
convened for the forthcoming UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in Durban, South-Africa,
and the 2011 International Year of Forests. We refer to Resolution 7/14 on the right to food of the Human
Rights Council on March 27, 2008.

We refer also to Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the United Nations, stating that, “access to safe water is a
fundamental human need and therefore a basic human right”.

We also fully acknowledge that the present lack of availability of safe clean water and of energy in many
areas of this world are major challenges to human rights and especially to the right to food, the right to
clean water, the right to health and to the empowerment of women through its consequences.

Making the need to access to safe clean water at an affordable price for all a reality and a world
emergency

We urge member states to support and to make a reality the access to safe clean water at an affordable price
for the populations concerned in every parts of the world.

The concept of providing access at an affordable price to safe clean water encompasses the costs of
providing the water, yet also is a fair measure as more wealthy populations would pay a little more than
those less wealthy.

We recognize with hope the recent discovery of huge reserves of water underneath the African continent.
Water issues are and will become more and more crucial and strategic in the future. If they are not solved,
we will see many uprisings and conflicts devastating already fragile economies and threatening.

We recommend to the Human Rights Council Member States that they recognize that “the need to access
to safe clean water at an affordable price for all is a world emergency”.

Cooking one’s food without the requirement to harvest wood

As deforestation is a major threat for our planet, and the collection of wood to cook food has been
recognized as one causes, especially in desert threatened areas, We urge and to fully support and develop
the concept of the “solar cookers™ as an energy friendly way to cook one’s food.

Therefore, we strongly encourage the usage of Solar cookers for cooking food as a reusable and very
inexpensive solution (-less than one euro/dollar per household) to deforestation especially in desert
threatened regions, as well as a very energy friendly solution to liberating women (-and children) from
having to walk miles and miles to harvest wood to cook their food.

We urge to consider the Human Rights Council to consider closely this concept, and support its
development and implementation wherever possible thought the United Nations related agencies.




Enhancing Human Rights to Education and health

As women (and children) are often in those areas most targeted by these two measures, the ones who spend
hours and hours a day to collect wood and water, Both these measures would allow these women to free
some time for personal use, for their own education as well as that of their children: We deeply think that it
is not compatible with Human Rights that some people have to spend multiple hours a day just to collect
basic supplies to support their life.

Health issues are closely related to access to clean water. As states have less and less resources, they should
look closely at measures that will give them sustainable returns: providing access to clean water at an
affordable price and preventing deforestation will lower the cost of disease prevention and treatment, will
enhance local food productivity, not only by the new availability of water, but also by the supplement of
time freed to cultivate land and grow food not just to sustain one’s family.



www.osmth.org

ORDO SUPREMUS MILITARIS TEMPLI HIEROSOLYMITANI (OSMTH)
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem

New York, United States of America and Geneva, Switzerland, November 11, 2014

Press Release from the Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem (0.S.M.T.H.)
on the bombing of school in Potiskum Nigeria.

Brigadier General Patrick Rea, the Grand Master of O.S.M.T.H., speaking on behalf of O.S.M.T.H.’s 23
member nations has expressed condemnation of the November 10th bombing attack against innocent
school children in the north-eastern Nigerian town of Potiskum.

Col Dr Marcel de Picciotto, Grand Commander of O.S.M.T.H and chief of Mission at the United Nations
in Geneva, indicated that the world’s leaders and humanitarian organizations must heighten their
attention and support towards ending this violence directed against Nigeria’s most vulnerable. He further
emphasided that targeting children never serves any cause and is a direct violation both of human rights
and of the word of God .

O.S.M.T.H. works with and through other Chivalric Orders, the senior leadership of different nations,
and with other Non-Governmental Organizations [NGO] in order to provide humanitarian aid and
other involvement in resolution of serious humanitarian needs or conflict.



http://www.osmth.org/

ORDO SUPREMUS MILITARIS TEMPLI HIEROSOLYMITANI (OSMTH)
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem

JANUARY 23, 2015

WRITTEN STATEMENT TO THE NGOCSW-NY
Empowerment of Women, Fight against Hunger and Thirst

OSMTH supports the UN Millennium Development Goals and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against WWomen, the work of the Commission on the Status of Women, and we welcome the new UN
Women entity for gender equality and the empowerment of women

Empowerment of women and gender equality are at risk in many areas of the world. We take note of five threats in the
immediate future to women’s security and economic empowerment; land price increases, energy cost increases,
unavailability of clean water, food price increases, and religious intolerance. These threats to the status of women can
be reduced by forward-looking and equitable governments which work to improve the lot of women. In the light of a fast
ageing population in all regions of the world, older women and especially widows are often faced with tragic
circumstances, rejectedbysocietyandwithoutresources

A population growing to 7 billion by this year is creating a greater stress on the available resources in three basic
categories; water, food, and energy. We must ensure that the less favored of Humankind (and this refers primarily to
women in many places), can have easy and equal access to those basic requirements of life. Having the political right
to earn a decent leaving and therefore have the economic means to buy, own, or inherit land is, in many cases, a
necessity to attain self- sustainability. Growing one's own food supplies (or at least some of them), is one way out of
hunger and dependence. Having easy access to sufficient clean and safe water for consumption and sanitation, to low-
priced food, and to affordable renewable energy should be a top priority of governments. These are often denied to
women because of their gender,economicoreducationlevel

We call upon the United Nations, its constituent bodies, and all member states to work in a spirit of peace and
cooperation, with respect and appreciation to the different cultures of the world, to develop and implement policies
to eradicate hunger and thirst. This will assure availability of these fundamental resources. These resources must be
madeaccessible, withoutsex-based limitation, toall. We believe strongly that civil society stake holders, and specifically,
NGOs can help United Nations Member States in this very noble endeavor and welcome the opportunity to do so.
The Millennium Development Goals and Women’s Rights are inseparably linked

Col. Dr. Marcel de Picciotto International Grand Commander, OSMTH
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Cordially invites you to join
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Dr Uma Mysorekar Mr. John Digilio

For a General Membership Meeting
February 26, 2015, 12 noon to 1:00 p.m.

A Panel Discussion on
Interfaith Perspectives: Upholding a Universal Agenda for Human

Dignity and Sustainable Development
The UN Secretary-General’s Synthesis Report to the General Assembly entitled: “The Road to
Dignity by 2030 affirms the necessity of a universal agenda in the Post-2015 Development
Agenda discussions, calling people to come together in one common understanding in the
sense of a common agenda. The Panel Discussion will explore how religious leaders play

a significant role in working for this universality.

Thursday, February 26, 2015, 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Hardin Room, 777 Church Center, 44th and 1st Avenue
WWW.csvgc.ny

(Foot Note) : BG John Digilio is Deputy Chief of Mission of OSMTH at the United Nations- New York
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ORDO SUPREMUS MILITARIS TEMPLI HIEROSOLYMITANI (OSMTH)
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem

Press Release

Recognizing the Passing of His Beatitude Patriarch Nerses Bedros XIX
Primate of the Armenia Catholic Church

On June 26, 2015 the In Defense of Christians (IDC), NGO Headquartered in Washington D.C. thoughtfully informed
OSMTH, among others, of the passing of His Beatitude Patriarch Nerses Bedros XIX, Primate of the Armenian Catholic
Church of Cilicia. His Beatitude was completing 50 years as a religious leader of the Armenian Catholic Church from
Priest to Patriarch. We the leadership of OSMTH would wish to associate ourselves with the outpouring of love and
sorrow expressed by Christians from all over the world praising the Patriarch. Our prayers are extended to the Armenian
Catholic Church and the Armenian Nation, first among Christian Nations, for this singular loss.

Further, we view this loss with a personal sadness as OSMTH was blessed to have been received by Patriarch Nerses
Bedros XIX on September 29, 2011 at his Patriarchate in Beirut, Lebanon. In that meeting the Patriarch was updated on
the modern missions and charities of the Order. He listened with interest and supportive comment regarding our Christian
advocacy at the United Nations, our focus of assisting Christians at risk in the Holy Land and our bridge building efforts
among the Sons of Abraham and around the world.

He concluded his warm comments with strong encouragement to support the Churches of the Middle East which were
suffering and to provide extra attentions to the young Christian children which may be losing hope. The audience with
His Beatitude was a moving experience that will serve as a treasure for those of us attending and for OSMTH.

BG Patrick E. Rea Colonel Marcel De Picciotto, MD

Grand Master Grand Commander

OSMTH is a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) in special consultative status with United Nations registered in
Geneva, Switzerland and maintains missions at the UN in New York City, Geneva and Vienna. OSMTH maintains UN
Representatives at the UN Representative Offices throughout the world. OSMTH is also a board member of the
Conference of NGOs (CoNGO) and a member of the International Peace Bureau. OSMTH fully endorses the United
Nations Human Rights Declaration.

OSMTH works with and through other Chivalric Orders, the senior leadership of different nations, and with other

Non-Governmental Organizations in order to provide humanitarian aid and other involvement in resolution of
serious humanitarian needs or political, ethnic and religious conflict.
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Statement on the refugee situation
by the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations ,,CoNGO*“

70 Years United Nations and Cooperation with NGOs
»Shared ldeals, Shared Values, Shared Futures*

Statement by the members of the CoNGO Board
Meeting in Vienna, Austria October 7, 2015

War and civil war in the Near East, Syria, and Iraq as well as in Afghanistan has forced millions to
flee their countries and to seek refuge elsewhere. For the most part, the refugees are staying in
the region in the hope that one day they can return to their homes. Their hopes have been
dashed, while conditions worsen by the day. Families have abandoned all hope. In desperation,
they seek security and peace in which they and their children can live.

Every day for the past few months thousands have been pouring into Europe under extremely
dangerous and exacerbating conditions. National governments are reacting reluctantly and
ambiguously. Communities, NGOs and civil society are trying to take care of the refugees and find
ways of offering them a fresh start and some prospects for the future.

Living as we do in a globalized world, everybody, including those in the ‘rich’ and developed
countries, are witnessing anew the consequences of war and conflict, violations of human rights
and gross economic inequalities. The plight of the refugees puts in question our credibility on our
basic principles.

NGOs and civil society have assumed a leading role in organizing relief and care for refugees.
Were it not for the commitment and support of NGOs and thousands of volunteers on a daily
basis, the past few weeks would have seen an even more disastrous humanitarian crisis. We
know that NGOs will continue and not slacken in this task.

The ultimate goal is to help find durable solutions that will allow the refugees to rebuild their lives
in dignity and peace. Successful inclusion means providing full heartedly every kind of
professional support, securing chances for development, well-being and self-sustaining
livelihoods in receiving countries and their home regions alike.

We urge the international community to bring pressure to bear on the countries involved in
conflicts to undertake every effort to start peace talks or, at least, enter into negotiations for a
ceasefire.

The Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CoNGO) and
many civil society groups in compliance with United Nations Development Goals, Human Rights
and the aims of UNHCR, appeal to governments in Europe and worldwide to make special and
sustainable efforts to deal with the crisis, while acknowledging and drawing on the experience of
NGOs in creating humane and sustainable solutions for the people, families and children who
have fled violence, inhumane conditions and death.

Human Rights Council 31% session (29 February — 24 March 2016)
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Iltem 3
Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, including
the right to development

Joint written statement

Human Rights Education in the context of the 2030 Agenda: A new opportunity

This statement, jointly submitted by xxx organizations, reflects discussions facilitated by the NGO Working
Group on Human Rights Education and Learning of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship
with the UN (CoNGO).

The adoption a few months ago of the Sustainable Development Goals® (SDGs) by the General Assembly
and of the Education 2030, Framework for action® by UNESCO opens up new opportunities for the
implementation of Human Rights Education at all levels. We find it significant that Human Rights
Education is part of this common Agenda and brought to the highest level of policy making. We want to
reaffirm that Human Rights Education is important for the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights. It
also plays a key role in building inclusive societies and a sustainable future.

Goal 4 of the SDGs, dedicated to Education, calls on States to ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. Its target 7 is particularly relevant to Human
Rights Education as it states: By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to
promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education for sustainable development
and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence,
global citizenship and appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable
development.

Likewise, the Incheon Declaration par.9 stresses the importance of Human Rights Education and Training in
order to achieve the post-2015 sustainable development agenda, notably through the implementation of the
dedicated UNESCO Programmes “Education for Sustainable development” (ESD)* and “Global Citizenship
Education” (GCED)".

Human Rights Education is important for all human rights, including the right to development. We insist on
the need to incorporate Human Rights Education in all sustainable development goals and not only in goal
4.7

I The challenge of implementation

The right to an education that promotes human rights, fundamental freedoms and respect for the content of
specific treaties can be found in numerous international instruments and the concept and importance of
Human Rights Education are now firmly established. We want to reaffirm that Human Rights Education is a
human right in itself. The web resource entitled “The right to human rights education” ® launched by
OHCHR in September 2014 represents a useful tool in this regard.

’Doc. A/RES/70/1
% Doc. ED-2015/Education 2030/1
* http://www.desd.org/
5 .
http://en.unesco.org/gced
® http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Education/T raining/Compilation/Pages/Listofcontents.aspx
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The United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training’ adopted in December 2011
and the World Programme for Human Rights Education adopted in 2004 and its accompanying Plans of
Action are guiding documents that set out standards for Human Rights Education to encompass principles of
peace, non discrimination, equality, justice and respect for human dignity.

Review and monitoring at the national level will in many cases be the most important way to ensure that a
State is meeting its obligations. We welcome the last report of the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights on the evaluation of the implementation of the second Phase of the World Programme for
Human Rights Education® and its positive impact on national initiatives. We encourage States that have not
yet done so to implement action plans and to send their national reports to the OHCHR since only 30 states
submitted their reports last year.

We would also stress the relevance of a specific UNESCO mechanism that monitors implementation of the
1974 UNESCO Recommendation concerning Education for International Understanding, Cooperation and
Peace and Education relating to Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. States are encouraged to submit
to the UNESCO Recommendation by providing quality reports and consider international cooperation a
responsibility in developing international education.

Concerning the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Education and Training, and with appreciation
for the States Platform for Human Rights Education and Training®, our NGO Working Group would
welcome a follow-up resolution at the 33" session of the Human Rights Council in order to give human
rights education the place it should have in the work of the Council.

In the context of the 2030 Agenda, heads of State and governments are committed to engage in systematic
follow-up and review of the implementation of this Agenda. With that in mind, there is a need for increased
monitoring of legislation, policies and practices, also through the Treaty Bodies, the UPR and the work of
Special Procedures mandate holders. A review of Human Rights Education should be included in all these
reports.

Efficient monitoring would be better achieved by using quantitative and qualitative indicators. In this respect
we would like to recall the resource launched in September 2015 by HRE2020%, a global Coalition for
Human Rights Education, which suggests a framework of indicators or measurements to examine the
presence and quality of Human Rights Education policies and practices.

I1 The role of civil society

The process of arriving at the post-2015 development agenda was Member State led with broad participation
from civil society stakeholders. Participation was also a key word in the Education 2030 Framework for
Action which refers to an inclusive process. Civil society is mentioned as one of the groups who adopted the
document. Civil society plays an important role in the implementation of the right to education, especially
the right to peace and the integration of ESD and GCED.

The Plans of Action for the different Phases of the World Programme recognize and encourage civil society,
including international, regional, national and local non-governmental organizations, to collaborate closely
with UN and non - UN institutions and other civil society actors, in order to maximize resources, avoid
duplication and ensure coherence for the implementation of the Plan of Action.

Finally, the UN Declaration on HRET in its Article 8 al.2 states that the conception, implementation and
evaluation of and follow-up to such strategies, action plans, policies and programmes should involve all

" AJRES/66/137

® Doc. AIHRC/30/24

° platform comprising 8 States : Costa Rica, Italy, Morocco, the Philippines, Senegal, Slovenia, Switzerland and Thailand
10 http://www.hre2020.0rg/
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relevant stakeholders, including the private sector, civil society and national human rights institutions, by
promoting, where appropriate, multi-stakeholder initiatives.

Indeed, NGOs, in close collaboration with other actors, can support governments in the elaboration,
implementation and monitoring of the national strategy. Our NGO Working Group remains committed to
working in this direction and also to facilitate information sharing at all levels by identifying, collecting and
disseminating information on good practices.
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Human Rights Council 31% session (29 February — 24 March 2016)

Item 3 — General Debate

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and
cultural rights, including the right to development

Joint oral statement

Thank you Mr President. | speak on behalf of the NGO Working Group on Human Rights Education and
Learning.

We find it significant that Human Rights Education is part of the 2030 Agenda and brought to the highest
level of policy making through the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals*! and of the Education
2030 Incheon Declaration and Framework for action*2.

We want to reaffirm that Human Rights Education is a human right in itself. International instruments
acknowledge the right to an education that promotes human rights and they assert that education for human
rights is essential for sustainable development.*®

Review and monitoring at the national level can ensure that a State is meeting its obligations on Human
Rights Education. We welcome the report of the OHCHR on the Evaluation of the implementation of the
second phase of the World Programme for Human Rights Education'* and we encourage States that have not
yet done so to implement action plans and to send their national reports to the OHCHR as only 30 states
submitted their reports in 2015.

The year 2016 will mark the fifth anniversary of the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights
Education and Training, and with appreciation for the States Platform for Human Rights Education and
Training®, we would welcome a follow-up resolution at the 33" session of the Human Rights Council in
order to give Human Rights Education the place it should have in the work of the Council.

Civil society plays an important role in the implementation of the right to education. The NGO Working
Group on Human Rights Education and Learning remains committed to working in this direction.

Thank you Mr President.

! Doc. A/RES/70/1

"2 Doc. ED-2015/Education 2030/1

13 notably through the implementation of the dedicated UNESCO Programmes “Education for Sustainable development”
(http://www.desd.org/) and “Global Citizenship Education” (http://en.unesco.org/gced)

™ Doc. AHRC/30/24

15 comprising 8 States : Costa Rica, Italy, Morocco, Philippines, Senegal, Slovenia, Switzerland and Thailand
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United Nations AHRC/32/INGO/X
‘/V Q General Assembly Distr.: General
\{ ,\,/ XX May 2016
p\S:-274
English only

Human Rights Council

Thirty-second session

Agenda item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development

Written statement” submitted by Sovereign Military Order of the
Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH), a non-governmental organization
in special consultative status

The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which is circulated in accordance
with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31.

[11 May 2016]

*

This written statement is issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting non-
governmental organization(s).
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THE RIGHT TO FOOD: CLEAN WATER ACCESS AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE FOR ALL: THE
KEY TO SUCCESS OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

We fully support the sustainable development goals as reaffirmed recently by the United Nations.

We welcome the report of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food according to Resolutions HRC 22/9
and 28/10.

The right to food is a basic right. We must however acknowledge that food is intimately linked to the access
of clean and safe water.

We wish to stress the importance of easy access to clean and safe water at an affordable price for all as a
means to implement the sustainable development goals on hunger, health, gender equality, and peace.

Easy access to clean and safe water is key not only to sustain life, but also to sanitation and therefore to
good health, growing healthy food and to sustaining cattle. It is also essential for this clean and safe water to
be easily accessible to all human beings on the planet.

Walking long distances to reach clean water also limits education, especially for women as it is usual for
women to fetch water and cook for the family. Spending considerable time on carrying water leaves little
time for education which can offer work opportunities and economic independence . Helping everyone to
gain easy access to clean and safe water at an affordable price will also have a positive impact on the
economy.

Too often, with insufficient and readily available basic resources, the elderly, and here again more
frequently older women, are condemned to perform strenuous physical tasks.

In a world of growing population, of limited resources and of new climate challenges, it is of the highest
priority that governments, economic stakeholders and civil society acknowledge this situation as being a
potential global threat to peace.

We call on all governments to reach agreements on the sharing of water resources and we urge all to become
partners in a spirit of brotherhood to share this basic — yet irreplaceable common resource.
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United Nations AHRC/32/INGO/X
‘/V Q General Assembly Distr.: General
\{ ,\,/ XX May 2016
p\S:-274
English only

Human Rights Council

Thirty-second session

Agenda item 9

Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance, follow-up and
implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action

Written statement” submitted by Sovereign Military Order of the
Temple of Jerusalem (OSMTH), a non-governmental organization
in special consultative status

The Secretary-General has received the following written statement which is circulated in accordance
with Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/31.

[11 May 2016]

*

This written statement is issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting non-
governmental organization(s).
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STATEMENT ON THE DESTRUCTION OF SACRED SITES AND ON THE REFUGEES CRISIS

We fully support the Human Rights Declaration and the right to people to practice their faith in a peaceful
environment.

We welcome the panel on effects of terrorism on the enjoyment by all persons of human rights and
fundamental freedoms (HRS res. 28/17)

We recognise the importance of historical sites of sacred sites as part of the world’s heritage and of the roots
of human society

We are facing issues which pose grave threats to the Christian Faith, as well as all other faiths, to the
stability of both the Middle East and, in the near term, possibly major parts of Europe; and which,
regrettably, bring back past practices of people against peoples of the most evil type; and we feel that three
issues pose grave threats to the Christian Faith, to the other faiths represented in the Middle East, to the
stability of both the Middle East and, in the near term, possibly major parts of Europe; and regrettably, bring
back past practices of people against peoples of the most evil type; These threats will, inevitably if not
addressed, be not only to Christians but to all peoples of faith and to the basis of society itself.

These practices are challenging the best planning of the European Union, the United Nations, many of the
governments of the Middle East and the Faiths of the Sons of Abraham;

Tthe first of these challenges involves the assault upon the cultural and religious heritage of many of the
great religions of the world, and in particular of the Christian Faith;

e what was believed in 2001 to be an isolated attack by the Taliban on the Buddhist sculptures of the
Buddhas of Bamiyan has widened into a fierce assault against the heritage of many faiths;

e these attacks have continued unabated with ever growing intensity by Islamist extremists, examples
of which are Christian cultural heritage sites in Kosovo and Methohja, followed by an
“ISIS”/DAESH campaign to exterminate the Christian presence in all parts of Iraq and Syria under
their control, including churches in Mosul and the Christian church of the Virgin Mary in Syria;

e DAESH, in their uncivilized rage, further focused on Muslim historic and cultural sites, including
the Muslim Sufi sites such as the destruction of the tombs of the Sufi Saints in the Aleppo
countryside; and carried out the unspeakable and barbaric acts of pillaging for profit, or otherwise
demolishing, one of the most historic collections of cultural and religious artifacts in Syria and the
murder of the Syrian Antiquities Director Khaled al-Asaad,;

e DAESH has taken all opportunities to pillage synagogues and Jewish religious artifacts within their
reach;

e many of these sites are on the list of World Heritage in Danger assembled by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO);

e We strongly believe that such acts of destruction are abhorrent, unacceptable in a civilized world,
and must be viewed as direct threats against all, or parts, of the Great Religions of the world; and that
such activities must be made public and opposed and that NGOs should raise awareness of this threat
by visiting such sites, as and when appropriate and feasible

A second threat to the very existence of Christianity has been defined by Pope Francis of the Roman
Catholic Church, during a recent speech in August to a large assemblage in South America, when he said:
“Today we are dismayed to see how, in the Middle East and elsewhere in the world, many of our brothers
and sisters are persecuted, tortured and killed for their faith in Jesus”... He continued, “In this third world
war, waged piece-meal, which we are now experiencing; a form of genocide is taking place”;
e this most barbaric act — genocide — has occurred throughout history, on every continent and against
many peoples;
e amongst the Christians the martyred people of Armenia stand foremost in our minds and in our
prayers;
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e We firmly believe that, if this “third world war” is beginning and Christian peoples with their
belief are at risk of extermination, we must raise our voices in immediate opposition to this potential
tragedy and again, through international forums and the faithful of all religions of the world, call on
humanity to confront and stop such a horrible action;

these horrible occurrences are now creating a third challenge, as whole populations of peoples from the
Middle East, which include both Christians and Muslims, are forced to flee in huge numbers, to Europe
including countries ranging from Russia to the United Kingdom;

e this challenge to our common humanity, driven by barbaric and genocidal acts, must be vigorously
met and turned back;

e We willingly accept the need to assist in undertaking advocacy and providing humanitarian relief to
alleviate this struggle, following the guidance of the great religious leaders of the Eastern and
Western Churches;

e the Protestant Regional Churches in Germany, our host country for this meeting, remind us of Psalm
36:7 which states: “How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the
shadow of your wings!”;

e to that end we join with the other Sons of Abraham and their leadership, such as the King of Jordan,
in seeking to develop a structure that will allow all displaced Christians and others, who desire to

return to their historic homes in the Middle East, a future opportunity to do so with dignity and
happiness.

We urge Governments, faith organizations and NGOs for the implementation of such advocacy and
humanitarian relief and for the development of a “Return Home” policy for Middle Eastern Christians and
others in a safe and economically sustainable environment.




